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The biographies oI men are usually
written after they have passedfrom the
scenesof hurnan action, and when their
lives may be passed in review by the
biographer
This little book has been prepared,
not for the general public, but for that
wide circle of friends that J. A. Wayland has made in the course of his remarkable newspaper career.
In 1893, Wayland began the publication of the Coming Nati,on at Greensburg, fndiana. After attaining for it
a circulation of 65,000 he turned it
over at Ruskin, Tenn., to the members
of a colony he had organized. He went
to Kansas City, Mo., and with the Appcrr,l to Reason began at Ure bottom
tgain. He has been connectedwith the
Altlterr,lto Reason as owner and managur I'rlr sixteen years, and it has now atl,tincrl :r circulation of one-half million.
l)uring the later years of his life he
Irrrslnirl asiclethe responsibility of manrtrgrrrncrrl,,
lrtrt there was a time when he
wrrs lris own cditor, foreman and busilt(!sHlr),iur:rJ{or.It was during these
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swerving devotion, and the best years
of a hard worked life.
How it all happened is what I have to
tell in the biographical sketch that follows.
It is told without flourish or embellishment. For the rest of the book, it
contains some of the gems from WaYland's pen that have helped to make you
a socialist.
The book is not for sale at any price
and will be given only to the Appeal
Army workers, the ones who most of all
will appreciate it, and in a way with
which they are familiar. A great many
of Tou are as old as Wayland, and unless you get this book now, you may
never be able to read a biography every
The
line of which will interest you.
author of these lines was a subscriber
to the old Comi,ng Nati.on and began to
take the Appeal when it was first
started. In 1903 he was called to be a
part of the editorial staff of the paper,
that had made him a socialist. To the
best of his knowledge his name has never been off the subscription rolls of the
Appeq,I,and he accounts it as the highest honor to which he will ever attain,
in having been a part of the Appeal to
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Reason,which, perhaps more than all
other educationalagencies,has beenin_
in producingthe socialrevo_
_strumental
lglio1 in America. The preparation of
this little volumehas beendeeplyinier_
esting. It has taken me thrbigh the
files of the papers covering u p.iioa oi
18 years of the storm and stressof the
conflict,and has revivedmany forgotten
incidents o_flhe journey so man/of us
have traveled together
A. W. Rrcrun.
Girard, Kans., Dec. 1g, 1911.
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BIOGRAPHICAL.

, t . A , wAY l ,A N l r

Julius Augustus Wayland was born
in Versailles, Indiana, April 26, 185:4:
His parents moved to Indiana fiom
Kentucky when they were young. They
were of Virginian stock. There were
seven children-four of whom and the
father were swept off in the scourge of
cholera that visited Indiana in August
of 1854. At the time of his death, the
father was a well-to-do grocer, but owing to the illiteracy of the mother, the
administrator sqirandered all the estatb
except a little four-room house, which
was the saving thing between absdluie
pauperism and the helpless family. J.
A. was the youngest, a sister of five and
a brother ten years older, who are still
living, being the family. Then began
one of those "short and simple annals <if
the poor," the struggle for existence.
The mother sewed, washed and workedl
but kept the family together. She nev.
er married again.
Wayland says that his first impressions in childhood were the struggl'es'io
live, for the family suffered'ertremi
poverty, especially during the war, iti
which the older brother enlisted. He
says he remembers'one winter, dftet
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they killed a pig and had a barrel of potatoes and some meal, that his mother
said: "Now we will not starve this winter." He attended the village school,
but when old enough to do chores, lost
much of the time in the effort to earn a
few cents to keep the wolf from the
door. His total school days were less
than two years, and most of this was
spent on arithmetic and geography, in
which he took great delight, and soon
was ahead of his teacher. But he saw
no use in grammar, and says that in
after years, when he beg:anto write for
his local paper that he did not know a
noun from a verb.
He did odd jobs around town and remembers that his first $5 was earned
baling shingles. His ambition at this
time was to be a carpenter but he could
not get work. Finally he secured a job
in a printing:office and this was the first
step in the beginning of a remarkable
career. Sometime ago he wrote down
some of the incidents in his life for his
children, in the event of his death. In
his simple way he tells this story far
better than I could do it, so from this
time bn to the starting of the Comi,ng
Nation this autobiography will fill in
lhe gap.
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"The picture on the opposite page is
the Masonic building in the court yard
at Versailles, fnd., where the Versailles
Gazette was published and in which office and building I first started to 'devil'
in the printing business on April 10th,
1870; John B. Rebuck was the proprietor. I engaged to work six months for
the sum of $2 per week. I had been
'rolling,' as it was then called, with the
old hand presses,in the office for a year
or so, but could get no steady employment, as it employed but one printer,
Mr. H. M. Thompson, except on the dilys
the paper was printed; when it required
a roller boy. I didn't so much care for
the wages, only I had to have enough to
keep myself and mother, and we lived
on this $2 a week during the six months.
I wanted to learn the trade and I had
pictured to myself an ideal office when I
had learned enough to run one. My
ideal was limited, as I had never seen
any other office. This shop had a few
fonts of wornout type and an old Washington hand press. That was practically the whole thing.
"After my term of apprenticeship
was out I had becomea good compositor
and could set up any bills or ads.that
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came into the office, but to accomplish
this in so short a time I had to induce
the printer to go fishing and hunting
and leave me the work to do, that I
might get the experience, which I knew
could only come from practice,, and as
he could easily set all the type and do
all the work without my aid, I would
have gotten but little practice had he
worked all the time. When the apprenticeship was out, Thompson, who got $7
a week and that very irregularly paid,
concluded that he would take a rest, so
I undertook to run the paper. I calculated that as Thompson had been paid
$7 and rnyself two, that the work was
worth $9 per week. My boss made no
arrangement with me for wages and
when I'demanded that he pay the balance due me, he said he would not pay
me $9 a week, but I knew he would have
to, so I made him pay it and lost my job,
of course. I think I had about $100
suved up whcn I krst my job.
'
"Not bcing llblc to gct employmentin
l,hc villngc, I workurl in t printing office
irr f,uwrurrr:cburg,lnrl., about thirty
rnilcs I'ronr ltornc. llcrc I got additional
tix;lrrricrrcu.Whun I (irst,saw the old
courrt,r.yrrylirrrkrrl)r(tss used there I
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thought sure it was the biggest thing
that was ever made. I wanted to run
it, but I stuck to what I could do, and
never asked the boss how much he was
going to pay me. The foreman seemed
to think I might supersede him, and to
scare me away, told me that it was not
likely that I would ever get all the wages
coming to me as the boss was rather
loose in his morals. This scared me and
for an excuse to settle up I told him I
was going to Cincinnati to work. He
asked me what I thought I should have.
I was away from home and not half so
bold as in the other case,and I told him
to pay me what he thought I was worth.
He asked me if $10 a week was enough
and I was more than surprised at the
amount. I had not thought of getting
over $7 though I paid $4 for board. He
told me he was very sorry I was going
to leave; that he liked me very much;
that if I should want another job I
should come back. I was sorry I told
him I was going to leave, when he paid
me down; but I felt ashamed to say that
I would stay when I had told him I was
going to leave. I then went to Cincinnati but was too bashful to ask for a job
in a printing office,though I was a much
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better printer than the majority, but I
didn't know it. I don't know what
prompted me but I asked for a job on a
steamboat and got it. It was the first
job I had asked for, though I had been
there for some weeks, stopping with an
uncle. I made several trips up and
down the Ohio as far as Memphis. This
was in the spring of 7872. When the
peach trees began to bloom I felt homesick and on the return of the boat to
Cincinnati about the first of June I quit
and went back to Versailles. There was
nothing doing in the line of work, so I
got busy on my own hook. I induced
Thompson to agree to go in with me and
publish a paper ourselves. Having got
him worked up to this point, I went to
the owner of the paper and wanted to
buy it, but he did not want to sell. I
told him that Thompson and I intended
to start a paper, and, as we were both
printers, we could do it cheaper than he
could and that it would surely affect his
paper. He was not a printer. Thompson did the work and wrote all the local
matter, while the owner was studying:
law, using the fraper as a means of sustaihing himself during his preparation
for the bar. With this view of the case,
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not knowing how much money we had
for our venture, he agreed to sell us the
printing office for $690. Its material
was worth about two hundred, but it
had a great value in our eyes. I had
$198 and Thompson had an unpaid labor
bill against the owner of $129. This
wasn't enough, but I was fertile in planning. Thompson left everything with
me to arrange, he being of a very retiring disposition. I went to the newly
elected county auditor, and'gheriff, who
were Republicans, and told them that
Thompson and I had arranged to buy
the Gazette and that we were short $350
and asked if they would not go our security for the amount. As both had patronage that could protect them in the repayment of such a sum, they agreed to
endorse our notes, which they did. When
we met to complete the deal, I flashed
the note as a part payment. The owner
saw our hand then and refused to accept that as cash. I told him all right I
could easily go out'and get Uncle Tom
Smith, a money loaner, to cash it, and
that the sheriff and auditor would give
us the patronage anyhow, if he did not,
and then he accepted it and closed the
deal. The little money I had was saved
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up in small pieces of silver, very ferv
bills being among it. We were twentythree dollars short of the full amount,
but Rebuck said he would wait a few
days for that, if we would not charge
him ahything for getting out the next
issue of the paper and give him the
benefit of its business. To this we
agreed and paid him over every cent we
had. This was on Feb. 6, 1873, and on
Feb. 13th we issued our first paper.
"We changed the name of the paper
from the Gazette to the 'Ripleu Inder.'
The regular issue of the paper had been
papers-ever
seventeen quires-408
since I had worked in the shop. Names
were never taken off except by peremptory demand,and few ever added. Some
of its advertisements had run in the
paper for ten years without the change
of a letter. My little experiencein Lawrenceburg had given me some new ideas
and we proceeded to apply them. We
tore down the entire paper and reset
every advertisement. We made a spicy
local sheet the first issue, for we had
each saved up every item of news that
we thought of for the whole month we
were dickering on the trade. In this
issue we announcedthat all who were in

LE A V E S

ON 'LIFE

15

arrears for the paper would be cut off
the list. But this gag had been worked so
often on the readers that they paid no
more attention to it than they did any
other thing in the paper, which was
mighty little, and, I think now, that not
one in a dozen ever read it or anything
else in the paper. But the management
devolvedon me, though the younger, and
I knew we could not buy the paper and
give it out on credit, so making virtue
of a necessity, I determined not to send
the paper to any one on credit. Some of
the subscribers were ten years in arrears. To get out our first issue we had
not a sheet of paper in the office, not
five cents between us, but we got the retiring owner to endorse for us to the extent of one bundle of paper from the
paper house in Cincinnati. When the
paper came by express we had not even
the money to pay the hack man for hauling it down five miles from the railroad
station, to say nothing ,of the express!
But the old man carried the account for
us-in fact there was nothing else for
him to do. When we got out the second
issue we found we had jast 72 names on
the list paid in advance, and so we
printed just four quires of paper for the
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edition ! It looked mighty small-and it
was, but I figured that if we didn't use
the paper we would have less expense. I
remember well that the morning after
we had printed and put them in the office a farmer named Thomas Bosrn'ell
came into the office and said his paper
was not in the postoffice. I looked over
the list (I knew his name had been cut
off) and after meditating a minute told
him that his time was out. He said that
could not be for his time never ran out,
as he had taken the paper for twenty
years and never missed a copy. But I
told him we had to have the money in advance as we had no money to buy paper
with. He paid us $1.50for a year's subscription and we were flush! We paid
the hack driver and the express bill and
felt that things were coming our way.
Two weeks' work for two printers and
the receipts were just $1.50! But my
plan of advance payment was a success,
and we soon had money to pay our bills,
though the panic that struck the country
in April of that memorable year, made it
pretty hard sledding to keep our heads
above the wreck and ruin that bestrew'eC
the country. And we only held title to
the office because of the great numLer
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of sheriff sales that helped the creditor
class wipe the victims off the map. It
is hard to say it, but we rejoiced when
a sheriff sale was handed in. The fees
were outrageously high-made so by the
influence of the weekly papers on their
legislators-but they were not too high
for us. We did not think of the misery
and despair it caused the victim of the
commercial pirates-we only saw that
it saved us from bankruptcy.
"After eighteen months of this struggle, Thompson concludedthat it was not
as good as wages. We had 78 cents a
day each to live on, after keeping up the
offi.ce,and lrad not paid the original note
signed by the county officers. So I
traded him an old silver watch and gave
him my note for $25 and took his share
of the plant.
"Then commenced the most terrific
struggle of my existence. To my poverty was added the anxiety and fear of
being unable to meet my obligations. I
worked from eighteen to twenty hours
a day.
1'My relief came from the most unexpected source. One day a proposition
from the White Sewing Machine Co., of
Cleveland, Ohio, floated into the office
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offering a $65 machine for a quarter column advertisement and $16.25 cash.
The advertisement was easy, but the
cash was something out of my reach.
Besides,the machine was a new one and
just on the market, having bobbed up
on the expiration of the patents that the
Singer Company had controlled and
which patents had kept all others from
making machines. I knew that the wife
of the village blacksmith, Chas. Rochat,
wanted a machine, and I took the proposition to him and told him if he would
risk it and send the money I would sell
him the machine for $35, and that if the
machine was not satisfacto4y I would
not ask him anything, and he would get
whatever machine it was for the $\7
including the freight. He took the proposition. The machine came on time and
was a beauty, and worked like a charm.
They were delighted with it and paid me
the balance, which was for the advertisement. This was so easy that I wrote
the White people that I would like to
haveanothermachineon the same terms,
but they said they didn't care to run another ad., while that was paid for, but
'that they would sell me the machines
without any advertising for $16.50each!
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I saw that they had counted the advertisement at only 25 cents! I was sur-,
prised at the cheapness of the machine,
as machines had been sold for $65 to
$100 that were not better, and none
could be had for less. To make a long
story short, I bought and sold machines,
making $15 to $20 on each, and then
selling them for half what the people
had been paying for them. f was soon
out of debt and improved my office,and
as the effect of the panic was gradually
lessened,f soon found my office pa]ring
well. My intense struggle for bread was
over.
"Having accumulated something over
a thousand dollars in cash besides having a very well fitted up country office,
I married in 7877 and concluded to go
west and grow up with the country. My
first wife's maiden name was Etta
Ilevan. My office, I leased to O. F.
Thum, whom I had almost raised, and
my wife having an aunt in Harrisonville, Mo., I located there in November,
1877. I bought an interest in the leading Democratic paper of the county, the
Register, of its owner, Jas. H. Paynen
but as soon as the other Democratic editors found I was a Republican, they
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was in Harrisonville I cleared up several thousand dollars. I had more experience, and laid out plans to surprise
the Hoosiers by putting in a modern
country office, including a cylinder and
job press, which the county never had.
"The old paper was a stock company
and was poor property, but I bought up
the stock to get it out of the way. I
made a good stroke in this move, and
cleared up several thousand dollars in
thirteen months, by applying the experience I had gained in Missouri. But
the old home wasn't the same to me as
before I left it, and so I sold the paper
out for much less than its real worth
and in the spring of 1882 moved to Pueblo, Colo.
"Here I started a weekly local paper,
with Lon Hoding of Madison, fnd., and
an old schoolmate, J. H. Tyson. This
brought me into an entirely new field
and I wiggled along with it, carrying
the whole financial load, until the other
two concluded there was not a living in
it for us all, and quit. They had no investment. I kept the paper going for
about two years and concluded that I
had to drop it, or all I had, so I traded
it for a job printing outfit, donned an
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apron and went to work with a desperertion born of necessity. J had some income from property in Missouri, and
this saved me. I soon got the swing of
the job printing busincss and it grew
'faster than I could gcl t,hc f'acilitiesfor
handling it. I was soon ollt of debt
again, bought more maLcriill,moved into
larger quarters and l'ounrlmy bank account increasing to vcr.V satisfactory
dimensions. My llusirrcssrvas paying
me about $100 a wcck rrc( pro{it,s,and I
felt that I would like to gul, twty f'rom
the rent problem and gcl; :r lrcl,i,r'rlocation than the one I was in, whu'c I was
cramped for room. Wil,h lhis irlca I
went on the main street irn<l lrought zt
building that could easily iur<:ornmodate
my plant. The place was lt'irsctl and I
could not get possessionrrt ont:c. liefore
I could get possessionI sol<lI,trt.lruilding, making about $2,000 <,1<r:rr
on it.
Then I bought another plirr:ulnrl bel'ore
I got a deed to it, propcrt,.ywirs advancing so rapidly on accorrnl,ol' some new
railroads and smeltcrs, th:rl, I sold it
and made $3,500,wit,h onlv 9100 paid
down. The deed was finall.v made out
direct to the party I sold to, so my name
never entered into the matter. This
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deal kind of upset me, and made me feel
that a business that was paying only
$100 a week was poor stulT. I organized
a company to handle my printing business and sold one-third the stock" I had
observed enough not to allow a majority
of stock to be in other hands. The office,
under the new management which I
turned over, never paid any dividends,
but that was nothing to me for I had
found a better way of making money
through real estate and I made it in big
chunks. I finally sold my interests in
the stock to H. W. Young of Independence, Kansas. He was pretty hard to
Iand, but I told him I would pay him
$40 a week and turn the management
over to him until he had satisfied himself that it was all I represented it to
be. He was soon convinced and took
it, and the businessgrerv under his management very fast and became very
profitable.
"About this time, 1890, I incidentally
fell into a conversation about some
strikes on thp railroads, with Wm. Bradfield, an English shoemaker, who had a
little shop on Union Avenue, and he
gave me a pamphlet to read on the subject from the economic or Socialist
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that the great capitalists wanted it and
that they would benefit by it. I was
scared. I owed several thousand dollars, though I had somevery fine property. I began a desperate effort to turn
my property into cash before the blow
was struck. I sold at less than the market and soon got the reputation that I
had lost my reason. This helped me to
sell, for it convinced them that they
were certainly getting bargains from a
ctazy man.
"When I tried to show Mr. Young and
his partner that they were living over
a volcano of depression they laughed ai
me. But they failed and lost their all.
I had several very dear friends whom I
tried to get to sell, but they only made
sport of me.
"I was accumulating gold and greenbacks as rapidly as I sold property, and
putting them into safety boxes which I
had rented. One day I had a check for
several thousand on the Western National Bank, Pueblo, and as usual demanded the money in gold. I told them
they were gold standard men and should
be given a taste of their own medicine.
Mr. W. L. Graham, the president, as nice
a man as one could meet, clean and hon-
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est, came around to the cashier's booth
and said he would like to seeme when I
got through. So we went into his private office and he asked me what was bhe
matter with me and the banks, referring
to my denunciation of the banking system on the street corners. I told him
the system was rotten, that it was an
injury to the great mass of people, that
it p-:avea few advantage over the manJ*
--u,hich he denied but refused to enier
into a discussionof the matter. He said
I had come to that town without any
capital, but I corrected him by sa5'ins
that I had over $5,000in cash and property. Well, he said I had come to the
bank and had never been refused, even
when my overchecks were considerahle
sums, to which I agreed, but pointed
out to him that I was not under obligation to the bank, as they certainly had
considered me good, and I had always
paid them 72 per cent interest on every
dollar of loan or overcheck. Not finding
me vulnerable on this subject he said
that every business man sometime had
the need of more money than he could
keep on hand, and asked me if I thought
I was entitled to any favors from the
banks, talking as I did against them. I
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told him I did not. that I had counted
the cost of the step I had taken; that I
had more real money at that moment
than he had in his bank and that I would
have money when his bank closed its
doors. And I did, for his bank with
others closed in the exciting days of the
panic of 1893-some six months later.
"I now put my whole time in study
and agitation. I got next to all the radicals, inspired them with new hope,
printed and distributed leaflets by the
tens of thousands on the streets and
made myself a nuisance generally to my
former'business acquaintances. I told
the owners of a labor paper, Flory and
Donahue, that if they would let me control the reading matter I would edit
their paper during the campaign for
nothing and I made it as hot as I knew
how, and increased its circulation from
a few hundred non-paying subscribers
to 2,700paid onesin nine months. During the campaign of 1892 I paid $10 a
day for two columns in an evening paper
for the month before the election and it
proved very effective for our ticket, the
Populist, came in second. In fact, they
offered me $5 a day to continue the
work after the election, so good an effect
it had on their circulation.
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"But I had been considering the pubIication of a paper of my own, the idea
originating in these two successesunder
my pen, and in February, 1893, I moved
to Greensburg, Ind., to make the effort,
because that was about the center of
population and was near the great industrial centers of Chicago, St. Louis,
Cincinnati, Cleveland and other places
where I expected I would get the circulation. My ideal then was a circulation
of 10,000 a week. That sounded very
large to me. I knew I had enough
money to run it several years even if it
did not pay.
' "But almost from the first my greatest circulation went to California and
remained there until the last few years.
"The people of Greensburg ostracised
me and my family, and made it very disagreeable, and that was one of the determining factors in my starting the
colony at TennesseeCity.
"I moved from Greensburg to Tennesseein July, 1894."
When Wayland left Pueblo, Colo.,
for Greensburg, Ind., to start the Comi,ng Nation, he had approximately 980,000 iil gold and government bonds. The
country was in a state of panic and
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banks were breaking on all sides, so,
distrusting banking institutions, he
buried his treasure in a woodshed at
his home.
He had now made sufficient money,
the income of which would support his
family. He was thoroughly converted
to socialismand resolvedto give his energies to publishing a paper in which to
express his ideas. He had no thought of
making money with this newspaper but
merely wanted it to pay its way. This
has been his thought during the 18 years
that he has been publishing a socialist
newspaper.
The Coming Nati,on astonished him in
its growth. At this time the Populist
party was in its zenith. There was coming a line of cleavagein the party. The
leaders were becoming conservative and
the rank and file radical. The Populist
newspapers were following the lead of
the party public officials, and becoming
less radical in thought. The new paper
fitted into the times. While the Comi.ng
Nation was never a Populist paper it
appealed td the Populists, especially the
radical brand.
At this time two books were written
and widely circulated which had a great
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untiring propagandist of the movement.
Ruskin colony was organized in 1894,
near Tennessee City, Tenn., and the
Coming Nation moved to the colony
quarters where it was published as a
part of the business of the colony.
Wayland discovered his mistake almost immediately on going to the colony,
but he turned over the ownership of bhe
paper that he had built up and when
he found himself unable to agree with
the colonists he left them on the 22nd
day of July, 1895, much poorer in cash,
but wiser in experience.
He Went to Kansas City, Mo., where
on the 31st day of August, 1895, tlre
first issue of the Appeal appeared. So
many people invaded his office at Kansas
City simply to converse with him tkrat
he decided to withdraw from a big city
and go to a small town; accordingly on
the 6th day of February, L897, the Ap.
peal began to issue in Girard, Kansas,
its present home.
The birth of the Appeal was not under such auspicious conditions as that
of the Coming Nation. The silver craze
had taken hold of the People's Party and
that party was turning to fusion. Wayland took with him from Tennesseeno
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mailing list and the Appeal had to start
at the bottom, just as the Coming Nati,on had done two years before.
When the Populist party fused with
the Democrats, Wayland cut entirely
adrift from it and made a straight declaration for socialism. The country
was crazy over the silver question and
subscribers for a socialist paper were
hard to get. The circulation in 1gg6
fell off rapidly, but began to grow again
after the campaign, when the betrayed
and disappointed Populists began to
gather to its support. Populism had
been given its death blow by fusion just
as Wayland had predicted,and the most
radical of the Populistsbeganto espouse
socialism. The circulation of the paper
increased slowly until the war with
Spain, when the country oncemore went
wild and the circulation of Lhe Appeat
sagged again, and the receipts of the
paper did not equal the expenses. During these early years of the Appeal, salaries as you may imagine were very low
to all concernedwith the paper and before the Appeal became a self-supporting institution, a large chunk of the
original $80,000 that Wayland took to
Greensburghad been used up.
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The history of the Appeal is sufficiently familiar to the readers of this book
and nothing on this subject needbe said.
Wayland's home life has been saddened by the death of both his first and
second wives. The first wife, mother
of his five living children, died on October 5th, 1898. He was married again
to a Girard lady, Pearl Hunt, April
10th, 1901,who on the 9th daY of June,
1911, was killed in an automobile accident. Of the five children, John WaYland is at this writing studying ]avr in
Emporia, Walter is cashier in the A'ppeal office,Ollie, the oldest, is her father's housekeeper,and the two youngest,
Julia and Edith, are in college.
Wayland's prescienceis great and his
predictions of the future have beenvery
accurate. In this connection, we publish below several editorials and mist'ellaneousarticles, all of which will be
interesting to those who have passed
I,hrough the stirring days of socialist
hisirrt'vwith Wayland and the Appeal.
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BY J. A. Wevr,anp

Criticisms and inquiries why I use the
soubriquet "One Hoss" have been coming in much of late. While in Pueblo,
Colo., I operated a small job printing
office. I had only a few fonts of type
and one little press and my competitors
were well supplied with all modern conveniences. I had to make a living and I
went to work to get it. I named the
officethe "one-hossprint shop" and used
it as an imprint. I used the above wood
cut on my envelopes and letter heads.
I never abandonedthe plebeian appellation, although in four years the business
grew to occupy a brick block of its own
full of presses of best make. I am not
ashamed of the record. I worked physically and mentally and am proud of it.
After that I made thousands of dollars
speculating in real estate but that is
nothing to be proud of. My critics fear
the vulgarism of "one hoss" will detract.
I write to the laboring classeswho are
not shocked at such expressions. I am
one of them and proud of that. Dull as
they are they are the salt of the earth
and any reform that ever comes must
come through them. To them I have
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given all that I have, all that I am and
all that I may be, and by them I expect to be misunderstood. But in my
own way I shall lecture them and explain to them and exhort them to better
conditions. I would not give much for
the culture, refinement and thoughtfulness of those who fail to understand the
one-hoss.
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ON DEBS' RELEASE FROM WOODSTOCK JAII, IN 1895.
Few men have received an ovation
equal to that given E. V. Debs at Chicago last week-not to Debs the individual, but to Debs the embodiment of
resistance to tyranny, resistance to
usurpation, to Debs the patriot. It was
not the homage of slaves to power and
glitter, not the bending of the servile
knee to master, not the fawning to be
followed by favors, but the spontaneous
outflow of honor from sincere hearts
for one who prefers fetters to gilded
freedom, liberty to life. Debs is a type
of manhood to be honored. In all ages
of the world such men have been crucified, burned, hanged, and murdered by
the ruling powers of despotism such as
now control this nation through the
power of wealth over ignorant and superstitious masses. Debs, is a name
that will be written high among the
greatest names of the earth, to designate great spirits who lived and loved
liberty above power, knowledge above
riches, justice above property. In the
struggle ahead of the workinq people to
throw off the galling bonds of industrial
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and wage-slavery, when the future historian chronicles this period, the name
of Debs will be a great central figure.
He is the wisest student of men and nature, who has attempted to lead the
working people in modern times. That
the ruling powers malign and ridicule
him is the best possible evidence of his
true merit, and that what he advocates
is not a theory that can be used by the
idlers of the world for their benefit. All
hail to Debs.
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WHAT DEBS THOUGHT OF THE AP.
PEAL IN 1899.
DEAR COMRADE:-I heartily congratulate you upon the great work of
the Appeal in every part of the country.
During the past few months I have been
in most of the states of the Union and
in every village, town and city I have
been welcomed by the Appeal. Its
friendly face appears everywhere. It is
honey-combing cppitalism.
literally
Wherever the Appeal is at work, and
that seems everywhere, socialism has
at least a nucleus and the light is spreading. You have a faculty of reaching the
averag:eman. More than anything else
it is your pointed paragraphs that do the
work. More power to the Appeal.
EucnNn V. Dnss.
Xenia, O., June 6, 1899.
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OPINION OF GOMPERS IN 1896.
. A correspondent takes me to task for
a criticism of Mr. Gompers. I had like
strictures or criticism of Mr. Powderly,
too, years ago but I knew then as now
he was a traitor to the laboring people.
The very clipping my friend sends me,
quoting Mr. Gompers, contains the
proof of his infidelity to labor. It shows
he knows the socialist theory, uses the
part that tickles labor, but only to lure
labor into the hands of its enemies. A
man is a fool or a knave who tells labor
it creates all wealth and then refuses to
advise or show labor that only by capturing the government and the putting
of wealth into the possessionof all the
people collectively can the injustice be
remedied. Mr. Gompers, in my humble
opinion, is one 6f the ablest generals
that capitalists have. Of course, he
must make a pretense of fighting capitalists else he could not hold his job.
The man who can mislead labor can always be a financial success. Mr. Arthur
qf the Locomotive Engineer Brotherhood is another shining example like
Powderly and Gompers.
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CHICAGO CONVENTION IN
1896.
Well, the Chicago convention has met
and done its work. The cunning hands
of the goldbugs, while they could not
stem the revolt or name the candidates,
have had much to do with the platform.
True, it declares for silver and against
bank paper, but it demands that all paper money must be redeemedin coin. It
is not a step in advance of the platforms
of the last century. fn effect, it says,
the United States can not make money,
except it prints it on gold or silver, and
he or they who can control its gold and
silver can thus control the volume of
money and expand or contract it at their
pleasure. It has no demand for the public ownership of railroads that are fast
sweeping the little remaining property
from the people into the possessionof
the millionaires. It has no word for the
public ownership of the telegraph by
which alone a free and independent
press is possible. It has no word for
postal savings banks to furnish a safe
place for the people to deposit their
money where it will not be lost by dishonest or venturesome bankers. It has
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no word for doing justice to the millions
lies, except to grant greater powers to
an interstate commission which is and
will be appointed by the trusts. It has
no word for doing justice to the millions
of homeless Americans who have no
right to live a day in the United States
except they buy the privilege from some
landlord. It has a lot of flap-doodlethat
doesn't do any harm to the vested interests of capital. On this document, created to catch the men who believe free
silver coinage is the panacea of all ills,
they have nominated Mr. Bryan, of Nebraska, a man much better than the
platform, and one they expect to disorganize the Peoples' party by a general
stampede.
If this occurs the Peoples' Party is a
thing of the past. In four years the two
' old parties will have the field to themselves and will do as they please and if
the reformers find themselves left with
organization to assist, they can lay the
blame where it belongs-fusion
and
death. The Greenback party was killed
.and got Out of the way. When out of
the way the old parties pursued their old
, methods. They will do it again.
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THE APPEAL AND THE CAMPAIGN
oF 1896.
T}:.eAppeal has been and is a financial
failure, but it is proving a successas an
educator. After the campaign is over
and the property class has again gathered the harvest of deluded voters on
the money question as they have for
thirty years on the tariff and other byplays, the Appeal will be sought by those
who have discovered how they have been
taken in, and will go ahead. I realize as
well as any one that the people dre going to discuss the finance question-a
phase of it only-and will again be delivered unto plutocracy. But someprogress in economic knowledge among the
masseswill be made that will be an advance. The people are woefully ignorant of what power, the character and
control of money, is. This will lead millions to further investigation and unfold
the great truths that lie just below the
surface. To me this is like going to
England to get to San FYancisco, but if
people believe that is the only route it
is better than not going at all, for I
know, as doesevery student of sociology,
that there is no moneE questi,on in a
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ri,ghtlE organi,zedsoci,etg. It is a waste
of time and energy if the main question
could be gotten at directly.
So in the present campaign the Appeal will keep right in the track it has
been following, turning neither to the
rlght or left, smiling on the execrations
of the dupes of the old parties and the
they both
money reformers alike-for
give me the deuce. I see little hope of
any good coming to a nation before a
large bad spell shall have gone through.
f see a struggle coming, no matter which
side wins in this fight. And when that
awful tirne breaks on the nation the position of the Appeal will be appreciated
-for the banners of manhood vs. property rights will prove that its position
has been right. The money question is
just.the skirmish of the real battle that
is to follow. All these surface questions
are but the bubbles that rise up from the
bottom-the cause is monopoly or private ownership. That is the real question
in this campaign, but only a few realize
it.
"You can't eat your cake and have it,"
is a,favorite maxim with the idle class
when they illustrate the poverty of their
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fellow man by saying he spends it for
whisky and useless objects. Granted.
But does not the usurer eat up his loan
by the interest he receivesand then have
the original cake of capital returned
to him intact? The laboring man who
spends his wages foolishly, spends his
own wages,not that robbed from the toil
of his brother.
THn way to succeedis never to let up.
In it were not for the poor people how
would the rich people get along? Riches
would bring no servants unless a system
can obtain that will keep a portion of
the people on the borders of want. The
poor people are kept so, that the monopolists may have menials to do their
bidding. The poor could get along without the idle rich, but how would the rich
get along?
MoNxpY's DoN'T.
Man raises meats for idlers. Monkeys don't.
Man builds mansionsfor idlers. Monkeys don't.
Man creates money for use of idlers.
Monkeys don't.
Man labors that others may idle.
Monkeys don't.
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Man starves that idlers mav surfeit.
Monkeys don't.
Man freezes that idlers mav be rw'arm.
Monkeys don't.
Man plows and produces for idlers.
Monkeys don't.
Man tends flocks for wool for idlers.
Monkeys don't.
Man makes bad laws, laws that keep
him in servitude. Monkeys don't.
If the men who plow, tend flocks, herd
cattle, build mansions, starve, fteeze and
make laws were only as wise as monkeys
what a glorious world this would be !
Tnnnn are never two sides to RIGHT.
THE usurer is the only one who can
eat his pie and still have it.

{f

THr public, north and south, hung
John Brown, not in effigy, but in person.
He was a crank and a dangerous man.
But the very criminals who permitted
his execution, criminals, I say, because
such are the men who would suppress
free speech and thus compel men who
differ with them in ideas to appeal to
force-these men have taught their children to sing peans of praise to the memory of John Brown, "whose soul goes
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marching on." One generation murders
people who hold ideas in advance of
them, and the next generation makes
deities of them. What fools these mortals be. Few men who read this will
think they are referred to, but that some
one else is the fool, but all of us are more
or less aflicted with this blighting malady.
Ir all the wealth of the nation were
the property of a dozen men, all the rest
propertyless, would the nation be rich?
If all were supplied with an abundance
the nation would undoubtedly be rich.
In proportion as the many are poor and
the few rich the nation is poor. The
richest have never earned an honest
crust of bread. They have robbed the
balance by processof law.
Gnnlt fortunes are the fathers of
anarchy.
EtIcuRUS, who lived before Christ,
said to a friend, "Youlrsk what advance
I have made? I am beginning to be a
friend to myself." This was the result
of his study. He considered it an evidence of dawning: knowledge. Reader,
do you think those who will kill and rob
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for a king are friends to themselves? Do
they know the wrongs they do? Are
you, living under the light of this century, who vote to perpetuate a system
that protects trusts, monopolies and other legalized robberies, friends to yourselves? Will you not profit by the accumulated knowledge of ages? Are not
the results of our legalized robberies of
today just the same as those brutal soldiers of a brutal'king-the
opprassion
and robbery of the people? If this republic is to be saved,the people must begin to be friends to themselves.
It will avail the laborers naught to
. elect one of their'number to office if he
does not understand the social question.
An ignorant laborer can do no good in
office. He is as soft a snap as capitalists
want. Elect working men, but elect socialists.
Gnuun will exist as long as it can find
food. Therefore cut off the-food supply
by making all the means of production
public property without profits and
gr'eed will die and love will take its

nlace.
Tno wisestmenthat everlived spent
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their lives in studying what is now
termed political economy. It was that
study that made them wise. The truths
they discoveredare as if they never had
been discovered to the masses of mankind. It has ever been to the interest of
the rulers and the rich to keep the masses in ignorance of the demonstrations
of philosophers and thinkers.
Tun longer you submit to unjust conditions the harder it will be to change
them.
WnnN any great calamity befalls any
portion of our country that the people
are starving and freezing or prostrated
with disease,neither state nor national
government can do anything, but proclamations for charity are issued. But
when capital has its privileges challenged-then sound the bugle, put all the
machinery in force, call for the sheriff
and posse, speed the thumb-hanging
militia and its gatling guns, march forth
the national army, call the legislature
and congress, vote morl€y and treasure,
and bond the people into deeper bondage. O this government of the people
by the rich, for the rich, is a dandl. The
poor suckersain't in it.
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Tuu wisest men I have ever met have
been poor. This is self-evident, for if
they had given their every thought to
money making, they would have had no
time or inclination to study the thoughts
of philosophers.
Dnet is like morphine. You borrow
and things go smoothly, but to repay
leavesthe victim in added distress, and
the amount with interest is renewed.
Few men who once indulge in debt and
interest are ever free, but go through
life a slave to money loaners. It is as
hard to break as the morphine habit,
and the millions of wrecked lives attest
the poison of the interest taker. It is a
crime against God and man. A people
in debt is helpless. The usurers. make
the laws and keep them in bondage.
Freedom is impossible so long as there
is debt.
NoNn of us possess all of wisdom,
nor can possessall, but the trouble lies in
the fact that so few care to possessany.
THsnE is no escapingthis one fact that
a bond means somebody is in bondage.
A bond on land would be worth nothing
if no one would use the land. People
would kick if the bond were written

50

I,!)AVES

OX' I,IFE

against their persons, but by telling
them it is on land or the nation or the
state or the city, they will pay the interest right along. O ! the people are so
wise !
You are not going to get something for
nothing and get it honestly. Neither
are you going to get something for rvork
that in itself produces nothing and get
that something honestly. You must p'adtttce something yourself, or airl in its
production at some stage to be entitled
to something honestly. The teacher who
produces useful knowledge in a child or
a man is a producer, but if it is base
ideas he teacheshe is not a producer but
a destroyer and is entitled to no reward,
but punishment. Work does not entitle
a man to reward unless it is good work.
All uselessor ill-directed labor is criminal.
Tunns is a little article that everybody uses, and yet f never see it advertised. I look over the daily and
weekly press in vai4 to find where it
can be purchased. dn this they are as
silent as the tomb. In vain I look at
the signs ori the street, or in the shop
windows for it. It is sold in every vil-
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lage and harnlet in the land, and yet no
drummer ever carries samples gf it and
never takes an order for it. Its price
never raises, and yet it pays handsomely
all who deal in it. And strange to say
there is usually but one place in a town
that keeps it. There is always a supply
of it-never too much nor too little. It
is never taxed, no matter how many
thousands dollars' worth are in stock.
There has never been any corner or
speculation in it and its price at wholesale or retail is always just the same.
It has riever made a millionaire or a
pauper. That little thing is a postage
stamp, and if all articles were produced
and handled in the same way, there
would be neither poverty, crime nor insanity in the United States. Try it.
Ong working man is worth a world
full of men who live off rent, profit or
interest.
LANo, houses, machinery and money
will not sustain life, but they are necessities that all men must have to create
what' does sustain life. So if people
permit these things to be owned by individuals, the cunning or dishonest, a
few will eventually elet control of them
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and live in luxury off the labor of those
who do use them in producing wealth.
The only safe, the only sensible plan, is
to have this common property, accessible
to all on exactly the same conditions,
and then a few cannot use them to J'1'e61
off the many. Any other policy is suicidal, as the present conditions show.
WnrN we violate the laws of nature
pain results. When the laws of truth
and harmony are violated the pains that
follow are warnings that must be
heeded, and they will remain until the
causes are removed or modified. The
present social agony is the debt people
have to pay for social injustice done in
the past. It has been produced by
political ignorance and can be removed
by political wisdom, which must come
from the people themselves.
A oor,r,an a day is enough for a working man, but a hundred thousand a day
is not enough for monopolists or landlords. This is the system that working
men vote for, and then wander submissively over the land ?rying to sell themselves to some of these rich employers.
Socialism would change all this, and the
monopolist would not be in it.
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THIs government is just as wise and
good as the majority of the people-no
better, no worse. Ignorant people elect
ignorant or corrupt officials who make
ignorant or venal laws. It will never
be better until the people are taught
better.
Ir takes several days to tame an
elephant and make it submissive to any
conditions that may be imposed upon it.
When men are to be enslaved, the cunning proceed by an even slower process,
using years teaching children, and flnally all the people are submissively groveling in poverty that the few may surfeit in unearned luxury.
SoIvtBpeople tell me I am a dreamer,
an optimist. Others tell me I am a pessimist. Both oppose my ideas and
neither of them know what I am. Both
are positive they are right, but both cannot be right, for their views are opposite. It never occurs to either of them
that one of them must be and both of
them mag be wrong. Funny people in
this revolving old world.
Ir, is not the men who have a good
home and work at fair wages that com-
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mit the crimes of the day, but men who
have no home and no work, or men who
have other men's homes and do no useful work. This being true, and none
can successfullydeny it, is it not the part
of wisdom to so arrange the social fabric
that all men may have work and that
none may own the home of another? Is
it the part of wisdom to have conditions
that produce crime? Do you expect
peace when you make peace impossible?
Every poorhouse cries out against your
system, every jail cries out against your
system, every penitentiary cries out
against your system, every ragged or
hungry child cries out against your system, every drunkard cries out against
your system, and the idle rich or the
mischievously busy rich, who have been
the cause of all these woes, are a standing indictment of this social anarchy.
TIoK, tick, tick. The clock on the
mantel above me never ceasesto remind
me that time ceasesnot, no matter if to
humanity affairs go ill or well. And
they go ill fast enough. Who would
have predicted ftenty-five years ago
that the nation would be flooded with
poverty-stricken people facing a condi-
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tion far more serious than that which
it had just passedthrough? A few men
cried aloud yes, but words of warning
were unheeded,they were jeered at and
derided, were crushed out of business
and the mad, thoughtless multitude
rushed pell-mell in its wild struggle to
make money. A few have the money
and wealth, the many have poverty and
woe. All this is the result of vicious
legislation, and the debt of ignorance
and greed will not be paid until the nation returns to ways of justice through
sackcloth and ashes. The sun shines,
the showers fall, man's mechanical ingenuity is fruitful, but the millions are
in want and woe becausethey refuse to
seek the ways of justice and recognize
the rights of their brothers. Every man
for himself is the rnethod, starvation
and crime the result. fn a few more
years there will be more results. The
world and all in it changes constantly,
and the future looks ominous. And the
clock says tick, tick, tick. Can you interpret it?
A por,rrrcar,r,yprejudiced man is like
a dull school boy-so hard to get a correct principle in his head.
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WupN a tenant gives his landlord
half, and out of the balance pays his
taxes, the merchant's and the monopolist's profit, you wonder why he is poor?
I don't.
Two classes are satisfied with conditions-those who have been brutalized
by work and povr:rty and those who live
pretty well off other people's toil. To
which do you belong?
A sualr, landlord or a small money
lender is just as exacting as greater
ones. Do away with a system that
makes it a necessity for one set of
humans to buy the use of land or money
from another set.
How often have the philosophers of
the world given you good advice and
you refused to listen but when chasing
after the politicians? Well, you are
down in the ditch, covered with just the
mire you made, and there you will remain until you learn some truth.
How can a man who produces no
wealth honestly have anything to exchange with a producer of wealth?
Why do wealth producers have to keep
up a class of men who produce nothing?
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Why do producers of weaith have to go
to non-producers for the privilege of
working? Why do producers have little
wealth and non-producers much wealth?
Why cannot producers exchange wealth
with each other to supply their wants?
And why do they have to go to nonproducers for that privilege? Why are
producers unable to put their price on
their labor or products ? And how
comes it that non-producers have the
power to arrange those prices? If you
can answer these satisfactorily, so as to
uphold the present social system, you
are a dandy.
Cnrur increases as poverty increases.
Poverty increases as mo're profits are
taken from the workers, whether by interest, taxes or fent. If the nation operated the industries neither interest, rent
nor profit would exist. The nation, state
and city will operate industries and employ all people when the workers vote
for it. The workers will vote for it
when they understand the principle and
they will understand the principle when
socialists teach them.
Evonv step of progress in the world's
history has been made in peace.
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Thoughts thai elevatemankind are not
generatedby strife.
Llson has learned to make everything necessaryto happify the human
family-except laws. The schemers
make the laws and by them rob the
workers into poverty.
The postofficeis socialistic.
The public schoolssystem is socialistic.
The public roads are socialistic.
The public streets are socialistic.
The public sewersare socialistic.
The court houseis socialistic.
The State houseis socialistic.
The libraries are socialistic.
The express company is not socialistic.
The railroads are not socialistic.
The toll pike is not socialistic.
The coalbusinessis not socialistic.
The oil businessis not socialistic.
The meat businessis not socialistie.
The sugar businessis not socialistic.
The banking businessis not socialistic.
How does a king secure obedience?
Why do the peoplepay taxes to support
him in dazzlingextravaganceand go in
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want themselves? Did you ever think
of it? Is it not ridiculous, ahsurd, disgusting, that some drunken debaucheis
looked upon as a little god? Alone he
couldn't do it a minute. But he has
given power and place to some men and
called them barons, others dukes, others
lords, others this, that and the other.
Each of these in turn have special privileges and an influence and the same
theory, lessening in degree, goes down
to the foreman of a factory or the boss
of the stabld. These have the influence
to keep the many in line to support their
kind, for if the king falls they all tumble. All kings or rulers have an offen'sive and defensive alliance with the
churches. Churches in every land support royalty for a price. Without the
aid of the church kingdoms would tumble. What of it? Just change the king
idea for the president and see how it
looks.
Tup income of European lords and
barons comes from ground rent. Does
not the income of our lords come from
the same source? What is the difference? Can't you see that in each case
the many work and the few enjoY it?
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It is not the mere title of lord that
brings an income. He must be lord of
something that people must have, and
pay him for. Thus in Europe he is lord
of the land; here he is the landlord, or
trust lord. If these people oppress the
workers in Europe, do they not do the
same in this country ? Can't you see
that you are oppressedby the laws that
protect a few in the possession of the
soil they do not till ? Or the railroad
you, not they, operate? There is no
phase of oppression in Europe that is
not present in America. Think over it
and see if you can conjure up afiy
different condition.
I llxn private enterprises and private
property! They are so adequatein an
\
emergency. Now out in Western Nebraska is a good illustration. They have
private property, of course, and are
starving and freezing to death. Then
private enterprise steps in, organizes
charities and tries to raise funds to feed
them ! It is so nice when you are dying
of starvation and cold Do wait several
weeks while people are harangued by
organized chdrity beggars to get you
something to eat ! It is better to starve
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and freeze and hold on to private property and private enterprise instead of
having the government organized to employ people and see that they have an
abundance if they will do their share
of work. Those who don't do any work,
who get all the wealth, advise the people
against using the government to help
themselves. These rich now have all the
use of the government. The government gives them fat contracts and pours
millions into the hands of a few. but it
would be rank paternalism-f,rs2s6nto suggest that the nation should send
food and coal to the sufferers in Western Nebraska ! You. see it would interfere with the rich showing their generosity and developing their benevolence!
In one eird of a state wheat being fed
to hogs and in the other human beings
starving ! O ! most glorious civilization !
Adorable system of intelligence and
progress! ! Supremest of all earthly
ideas of order and harmony ! Fat pigs
and starving babies! ! Millions for balls
and banquets and military-emaciated
and dead bodies of citizens starved on
western prairies where they were try-
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ing to make an honest living ! Praise
your government, O, ye workers.
"fF the laboring people are satisfied,
why not let them alone? Why try to
create dissatisfaction ?" I will answer
it by asking: The chattel slaves were
ignorant and satisfied, why agitate and
have a bloody war to change their conditions? The ruling classeswere satisfied under King George; therefore it
was wrong for Patrick Henry, Thomas
Paine, Thomas Jefferson and a few
other agitators to make them dissatisfied. If a thing is wrong it must perish
and the fruit of the upas tree called
"civilization" shows it to be fundamentally wrong and it must perish. Newer,
higher ideas and aspirations are taking
hold of the people and there will be no
peace until these ideas are a part of the
social system-until
wage slavery is
wiped off the face of the earth.
fr a man were to get a boy to put his
tongue on a piece of frosty iron on a
cold morning: to seE how hot it is, and
the boy thereby lost a coating of his
tongue by the contact, as I did, do you
think he could fool that boy again in
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that way? Not much. But you voters
lose some of your reason as you grow
older, and for thirty years the old party
politicians have been fooling you at
every election and you always come up
smiling and credulous at the next election to get the skin taken off you. You
don't, eh? Yes, but you do. Not only
the skin, but the food, clothing and
homes have been taken from you by the
repetition, and there are millions of you
so hungry and discouraged you don't
know where you are going to sleep at
night, or words to that effect. Why
don't you reason as much as a boy? You
never got any benefit of a vote in your
miserable existence,yet you will persist
in sticking yourballot on that same political iron to get burned. You are z
sunflower, and no mistake.
Wnat a picnic life is to us farmers,
mechanics and laboring people generally ! One continual round of pleasure
from the cradle to the grave ! Our work
of a few hours daily is sweetened by
the apticipation of the pleasures to follow, and really is no work at all. We
know when our time is done we can go
to our beautiful home, and be met at
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curtailing the liberty of the people? No;
nor can a monopoly gain wealth unless
other people create and lose it.

a-lo-velypicnic life is to us working peo_
ple !

wealth,comesto them out of the clouds;
that other men do not lose what thei
gain ? Can a king have power withoui

IN feudal days the poor had to work
for the rich and powerful or be killed.
Today they, the poor, have to work for
the rich or be starved.
Where is the ultimate difference?
In the feudal days the poor supported
the rich in power by physical force. Today the poor support the rich in power
by ballots.
Where is the ultimate difference?
In the feudal days the poor lived in
hovels and rags that the rulers might
live in palaces and purple. Today the
poor do the same thing.
Where is the difference?
In the feudal days the poor were the
servants and menials of the rich. Today the poor are the same servants and
menials.
Where is the difference?
In the feudal days the poor could have
deposedtheir oppressors if they had not
been so ignorant, suspicious and disorganizerJ. Today they could depose

\
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their oppressors but for the same
reason.
Where is the difference? In feudal days anybody willing to
work could flnd a master. Today they
cannot.
Here is the difference.
Don't you believe the masses in the
feudal days, by their life and actions,
were veritable fools ?
You have so many theories, plans and
propositions presented to you that you
becomebewildered and hopelessof what
is best to do. There is, if you would
s-top_
to think, just one proper thing to
do that cannot fail the best results ano
accomplishing that which is best. Study
the best thinkers and teach your neighbors. In due course this will bear frlit
in some definite line of action. No good
thought absorbed is ever lost, no tiuth
spoken that will not bear fruit according to its kind. Lay siege to your neighbors, each accor{ing to his disposition
and prejudice. So long as you have
neighbors who are deflcient in knowledge you possess,you have work to do.
This will in time have its influence'on
county, state and nation. Do not think
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the effort wasted because you fear you
will not live to see results. Our lives
are but atoms-remember millions are
to follow us. What we now enjoy in
freedom others gave their lives for.
They did not shirk because they might
not realize results. Look back over the
dark ages when to think was a crime
and to speak the truth about church and
state meant death, when even the rulers
could neither read nor write, much less
the serfs and slaves, our ancestors.
Think how precious one truth spoken
must have been. Remember, George
Washington was a strong adherent of
King George and monarchy until he was
converted. .To the utmost of your power
and purse spread the light of the New
Civilization. Do not think time and
money wasted on even the poor and unIettered. They are often as potent as
men of means. Many untutored men
have subdued nations. Never let a day
go by without sowing the seed of discontent with the present unjust social
conditions. Do your best. The future
will take care of itself.
It matters not how sincere and honest
any man is, if what he advocates is
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wrong its injury will be none the less.
An honest man is not necessarily a wise
man. An honest, sincere man may be
a Christian, a Mohammedan, a Buddhist
or an agnostic, but a wise man cannot
be all of these. Then how are wise men
to be distinguished ? By throwing overboard prejudice and bigotry and listening to all with equal willingness to believe what proves itself to your reason
as being best. "Error is harmless when
truth is free to combat it," but if you
get prejudiced to some theory or men
and refuse to investigate, and weigh
criticism on their merits, you can never
see their errors. If they are right no
sophistry or twisting can deceive you.
If they are wrong, the injury they will
do will be none the less becausethey are
honest. Honest men are deceived by
frauds, charlatans and schemers, but
just as a man is deceived so is he not
wise.
Wnnu the king appoints the judges
the judges decide for fhe king. When
the rich make the president and the
president appoints the judges, for whom
will the judge decide?
Wnar pleasure a farmer must take
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in toiling all day in the hot sun producing raw material which the capitalist
class, through another band of serfs
called wage-earners, work into the finished product, and then sell at an enormous profit. For everY droP of sweat
there is a cool shade, a dinner party, a
monkey banquet, a junketing triP
through Europe, a titled wedding, or
some other demoralizing event for the
idle posterity of the capitalist class.

{t

How pleasant it is to be able to make
someone do all the serving work of the
world while you have nothing to do but
hunt for amusement. How sad it is
that the working class is so senseless
as to stagger along under the load which
capitalism has strapped on its back,
when socialism would take the load off
and make the capitalist help carry it.
Tnn people are trained like so many
animals by their masters to spurn the
idea of "dividing up" while at the same
time their masters are dividing up all
the people make among themselves. OJ
the wealth produced by the people each
year the masters divide it among themselves and leave the people only about

ttrr
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enough to keep them in working condition. They. are practicing the .'dividing up" principle on the people all the
time, and the people are so stupid they
don't see it. The socialist proposes to
abolish such dividing up and making it
impossible for the idlers to get any of
the wealth the workers produce. It is
amusing to hear a poor devil who has
not a decent suit of clothes to his back
who has been dividing up with capitalists all his life opposing socialism becausehe don't want to "divide up" when
he has nothing to divide up but his rags.
But there are lots of them.
Ir you are a loafer I am not talking
to you. If you work with hands and
brain, do you have all good things of
life to which your labor in the social
hive entitles you ? That is the political
question. It is a matter of politics
whether you know it or not. Politics
controls industry. By politics you can
organize industry on a lasis that will
give each worker the full result of his
or her labor. The capitalists control
politics in order to prevent this being
done. If those who are doing useful
work received all the results of useful

l
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work their pay would be equal to more
than $2,500 a year in wealth. And why
should they not have it if they produce
it? Why should schemers get anything?
Do you believe that workers are not entitled to the best houses, best food and
best clothing? If not, why not?
"MAsrER AND MAN" has had many
forms, but capitalism leaves Man the
most helpless. In any other form of
servitude the man could flee to some
other country and escape,but capitalism
has all countries and Man is denied food
and shelter except he submits to the
mastership of capital.
Tnn chattel slave made every effort
to escape from the man who furnished
him work, food, clothes and a shanty.
The Wage slave, on the contrary, stands
in constant dread of having his master
tell him to go. Wage sla'yery is the most
effective system ever devlsed.
Ir the capitalists of this or any other
land made the earth I could see why
they owned it. If they made the houses
and machinery, I could see why they
own them. If they made the food and
clothing I could see why thdy own them.

-rllL

72

LEAVES

OTI LIFE

-rFF

But as God made the earth, and laboring people made the other things mentioned, I cannot see any equity in any
other ownership than in them. It is
really hard to believe that capitalists
have persuaded all the producers of
wealth that they, not the makers, should
be entitled to them.
Do you want to be a nothing in lifea bubble-just like the millions of bubbles, a wage slave just like the billions
of wage slaves that haye existed in the
centuriesbehind us? If not, get an idea
different from the ideas that have and
do control the masses and keep them as
they are. If the idea you grasp is great
and true, and you propagate it and agitate it, so will you be as a wave is to the
bubble on its bosom. Any man ban make
the world better for his living if imbued
with a true idea. One man can do much
if he tries. Life is for something higher
and nobler than a birth to death struggle after what is termed property.
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parison of the stables of the rich and
the homes of the workers ought to make
the voters ashamed to support a system
by their votes that reduces them below
the level of a horse. But a long periocl
of education has made the people luok
upon this as a matter of course.
Wuat wonderful forethought on the
part of the Supreme Being when He
conceived the idea of leaving coal oil
under the surface where the peoPle
couldn't find it until Rockefeller was
born ! The ways of the Infinite are inscrutable-as interpreted by the people
today.

{#

WHnN I see old soldiers and negroes
doing service on the city rock pile, for
being out of money, f wonder what the
wbr was all about anyhow.
Tun advocate for a criminal uses as
much ingenuity in painting him white
and the innocent black as he can, and so
do the writers for the corporation and
money kings.

Tnn rich man's horses are better
housed and cared for than the working
people from whose labor the rich man
is fed, clothed and entertained. A com-

A WlsuINcroN woman has had a
dentist put a gold filling in her dog's
tooth "which glistens in the sunlight as

'4f"
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perfectly as if it had been in the incisor
of a human being." It would be awful
to have human beings so situated that
they could have their teeth filled when
needed, but no matter, so the dogs of
the rich can afford it. The woman's
income is derived from profit based on
private ownership and the poor also believe in that system.
Wny do kings and emperors and
nobles and monopolists and capitalists
oppose socialism? Whf, in the interest
of the poor, dear working people, of
course. Don't they say so? What better evidence than their words and tears
do you need? They would cry their eyes
out to see the poor workers oppressed
and robbed and made slaves of. Johnny,
get your eyes open.
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nopoly has pre-empted every field and
the bright dreams of their youth will
sink into a struggle to exist. It is too
bad but it delights the industrial barons.
It is easy to rob a people who are
thoughtless.
Wnlt
is the diference to a man
whether he is held up by a footpad and
relieved of his cash, or is arrested for
exercising his natural rights and taken
before the officers and they take his cash
under the cover of a fine? In either instance he loses his money and those who
take it from him get the benefit. It's
different, you know, which way you do
your robbing.

{t

I tpvnn see a lot of young folks idling
their time in aimlessnesson the streets
or trying to get amusement out of baseball or other gamet but I think of the
energy and earnestnessthat the monopolists are exercising to weave around
these thoughtless ones the chains of industrial slavery. When these thoughtless youths grow up they will find mo-

;{t

WHEN a poor old man marries you
seldom if ever hear of his children kicking up a disturbance, but when a rich
old man marries again, there is the
deuceto pay. You see it is always property that causesthe trouble. If all property were held public the peace of families would be greatly increased. Under
this system children can hardly wait for
their parents to die so they will get
possession of what they have neither
earned nor gathered. Private riches
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have been a curse rather than a blessing
to their possessors.

do useful work to share in the benefits.
Then the workers will be the capitalists.

Tnsnp is nothing more pitiful than
a man who is satisfied to give his besr
abilities to enrich a corporation and
then believe that corporations are to be
commended for furnishing employment.

Tupnn are lots of people who would
be king if the people would permit it,
but is that a valid reason that we should
have a king and that kingship is good?
The fact that lots of people would like
to monopolize industries and become
millionaires is not a valid reason why
the people should uphold a system under
which it is possible for a few to do it.

WHptt I read about the treatment of
the unemployed, the con'*licts who are
leasedout for private profit and the misdoings of the ruling classes,f am forced
to the conclusion that the worst felon
brutes we have are in official positions
and not in the prisons where they ought
to be.
Ar,r, wealth is produced by co-operated labor. A great factory is a pretty
example of nicely organized co-operation. Even farm work is co-operative
for the tools and clothing are not the
farmer's own work. Becausethe people
refuse to co-operatethemselves the capitalists do it for thcm and take the
proflt. When the people have been
taught sufficiently by the capitalists they
will co-operate themselves. Then will
the workers get all the products and the
useless people none. Men will have to

qr

'{L

In' you owned a ten-story business
house would you permit some man or a
company of them to own the elevator in
that house? Of course none but a fool
would think of such a thing. But is that
not just what the owners of a city do
when they permit the elevators called
the street cars that run up and down
their streets to be owned and controlled
by a corporation? Are not street cars
to a city just what an elevator is to a
large building? Do a ]ittle thinking,
you long-earedmule of a voter.
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EASY LESSONS IN SOCIALISM.
Anout practicability.
If socialism
were established and we found that under its operation thousands were driven
to suicide, if we found a large portion of
the population living in ignorance,
squalor and dirt; if we found women
driven to prostitution, if we found children being driven to work when they
should be in school, if we found dens of
vice where the innocent were entrapped
and rnurdered, if we found that officers
were bribed, if we found that workmen
were shot down like dogs becausethey
asked for enough to eat-I say, if we
found these things, would you not at
once consider socialism impracticable
and decide that it should be abolished?
Most assuredly. Well, do we not find
these things present with us under the
system of competition and private capital today? And are they not the result
of the present sysfu'fn? We know this
system produces these things. We do
not know that socialism will produce
them for socialism has not been tried.
If your argument would be valid in the
case of socialism, and it would be, why

LEIA\IES

Or. LII'E

79

is it not valid against the present system? If the effects of the present are
'practical, please let us try something
'impracticable for a while and see how it
goes. It could not be worse.
A vrnv frequent objection to socialism is, that by having the public operate
the industries there would be no end of
corruption and stealing by the officer
from the people.
Which suggests to me: If we cannot
trust men whom we select and can control by our votes, how are we to trust
the capitalists to operate the industries,
whom we do not select and cannot control by our votes? Will they not use the
ownership and control to skin the people
to get more wealth just as you say the
men.you vote for would do? Are they
not d-oingit openly, becauseyou have no
right to question their methods, the
property being theirs to do with as they
please? There would be some danger.
Now to the capitalists there is none.
But'you fail to see that under socialism public' officials would be foremen,
managers, superintendents, and the like,
and Would have no more opportunity of
stealing than postmasters. There would
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be nothing left to contractors so that
there might be a "stand in" with officials and the public charged many times
the cost of what a thing is worth.
Nearly, if not quite all, the public corruption comes from the system of contracting out public business to "stand
in" friends. Socialism would abolish
this by having all work done by the
people for the people,the time employed
being the cost of a thing.
A nulopn wants to know just the details of how socialism is to be established. The first thing to do is to get
the people to want socialism, which they
will when they understand it. That is
the FIRST step. In the abolition of
chattel slavery or of breaking away
from King George, agitators were first
and all important. They did not pretend
to detail just the methods that would
be followed, but they knew if they could
get the people to seeJhe matter right
that the results would be right. If the
change comes in peace it will be by the
new desire of the people eausing them
to elect people to public office who will
proceed to have the public engage more
and more in business. Every public
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utility should be taken over and this followed by such industries as are most
necessary to the complete operation of
them. Thus the public ownership of
railroads would require the public to
own and operate coal and iron mines becauseit will be the greatest user of these
things. The public will demand that
their government sell them the product
as cheap as it costs-and this will lead
to that principle of government that will
permit the people to do for themselves
what capitalists only have been furnishing. You will hear more and more about
revolution from the old party papers
from now on as the only way out of the
fix they have gotten the country in.
How the thing will be done depends
solely on the education of the people.
But one thing is certain-the public
must engage in business.
CHANGING HUMAN NATURE?

When two or more men are competing
for business they will, in the struggle,
break. the friendship of long years.
Their relationship is such that they cannot feel like brothers toward each other.
Now let them combine, form a partner-
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ship, and see how quickly they will becorne friends and work for the common
fund in which all share! You see the
difference is the difference in the relabetween them regarding
tionship
wealth. They are the same men they
were before. Human nature has not
changed an iota. It was not necessary
to change nature to make them brothers; all that was necessary was to
change their property relationship. The
partnership did that. Now go on with
the principle, make all capital used in
commerce public property and you will
see just the same change'on a great
scale in the conduct of men toward each
other. Socialism will do that. It is just
what socialists demand and demand for
just that reason. Under socialism no
one will have a special profit by reason
of any act he may do. All good work
will help the whole, bll bad work will
injure the whole. All will, therefore,
be interested in having only good work
done and in not having bad or defective
work done. Men cannot hold the real
brotherly love feeling to each other under this system of private gain, because
their interests conflict. Their interest
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must be rnutual. Socialism will do this
by making each and ail owners in the
capital of the whole nation so that none
will compete against another, except for
that public approbation which will be
given to men for good acts-acts bringing good to all the people. That will
bring honor to men such as the world
has never yet given men, and it will
produce a thousand inventors and discoverers where there is now one. It
will not be necessary to offer more
"pay," for each will have all he can use
of that and more of it would bring no
added delight. It does under this system, but would not under socialism. The
change there would be just like the
change produced by the men going into
partnership. As the men forming the
partnership would save energy they
wasted in numerous rents, capital and
other expenses,replacing them with one
under better conditions, so socialisin
would save ALL the wastes of this system and bind humanity into a real
brotherhood, not a theoretical one in
which they spend most of their time
and talents in knifing each other. Rich
men are abandoning private capital
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with its hell of competition and mergingi
their capital into a communism of selfco-operation.
Wunr is the progress you speak
about? The Romans consideredit progress when they killed their neighbors
and took their country. In fact all nations have had no other idea of progress
than conquering other people and forcing their own laws, customs and beliefs
on them. The dominant idea of the
country, however, is that progress
means new inventions ! That man is fulfilling his divine mission if he will only
invent some new contrivance to coin
money out of the hides of his fellows.
That man's sphere in nature is to malre
machines! My idea of progress is that
condition in which will be developedthe
greatest possible number of physically
and mentally healthy, well-clothed, wellfed, well-housed, wdll-instructed ancl
entertained men, women and children.
Government or no government, religion
or no religion, machines or,no machines,
there is no progress unless this be the
goal.
TUE person who assumesthat social-
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ism means dividing up the property
should go and soak his head in a treatise
on socialism for an hour or two and let
in some sunlight. Socialism is just the
opposite of dividing up. It means concentration to the uttermost so that division'is impossible. We have division
now, and the schemersdivide up all that
the workers of the world produce. When
you hear a fellow talk about dividing
up, know that he is ignorant on the subject he talks of. You will always see
a smile on the lips of socialists when
"dividing up" is mentioned. These ignorant fellows will never convince socialists of their error unless they talk
against what socialism is, for the socialist can at once see their ignorance, and
no ignorant fellow ever convinced one
who knows.
Dro you never stop to think that sickness and pain are abnormal conditions
-that they are always the result of violations of natural law? Well, they irre,
and if man were living under right SOCIAL relations he would have none of
them. When yellow fever or smallpox
or other diseasesbreak out what do yotl
do? Why you people are compelled to
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clean up the premises, to take greater
sanitary precautions and in time you
stamp out the disease. Now, if a little
cleaning up will drive out those diseases
when they have a foothold, would not
better, say perfect, sanitary conditions
have prevented them from appearing at
all? Now when socialism shall be the
principle applied to the social contact,
the public will build or permit only the
most sanitary houses, and the people
will live under perfect sanitary conditions. Then why will diseasesappear?
Then physicians will not draw their pay
from the sick, but frpm the public as
honored officials, whose sphere will be
to keep the people from getting sick
rather than curing them when sick. But
if nobody got sick today how would the
doctors live? Did you ever think of
that? All thete wrong relations will
be harmonized under socialism.
ARE YOU FOR PR.OGRESS?

fr'we admit that the competitive system has done good work in its time, is
that any reason why it should continue
when better methods have been evolved?
' The forked stick for a plow, the oxteam
' for transportation and other similar
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things did service, but when methods
that could bring more pleasure to the
world were thought out they were
thrown aside. Public ownership of industries have everywhere in every place
demonstrated that they are better for
the people than private ownership of
them. Then why continue the ox team
of industry when a better way is pointed
out? Why continue a system that slaps
proflts on every article at every stage
of its production when there is a system
that will permit you to have the articles
without the profit? The profit you make
on some article or articles does not balance what you have to pay on all other
articles you use. Is it better that you
pay ten to twenty cents a gallon.for oil
than to pay one cent, which has been
testified it can be sold at as a public
monopoly, just to enable a few men to
acquire millions? Are you benefited
because these few become enormousli'
rich? And the same with all other articles. I am not blaming the monopolists,
becausethis system compelsthem to act
as they do. But why should you support
such a system? Putting it at low estimate, people can produce, on the aver-
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age, more than $2,500 worth of wealth
a year by the use of public capital.
Would you not be benefited by that?
And do you not want to be benefited?
And would not most of your neighbors
be likewise benefited by such an income?
Why do you get mad at us socialists
because we want you to have such an
income for yourself and your children
after you ? Is it something bad-something that will injure them? Would you
really be injured by the right to have
employment at such a recompense?
This is the whole theory of socialism in
a nutshell. If you would like it, help
us to bring it in. It will cost you nothing to help. You give your vote now to
men to do things aS they are done; why
not give them to men who want them
done in a way that you may get what
you produce?
I
UNopn socialism who would do the
dirty work ? asks a reader. As far as
may be, machinery will do it. It will do
a great deal that is now done by hand
because the cost of machinery is now
more considered than humanity. What
of dirty work is necessary for the wellbeing of society, the members of society
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should do, and do now, in an ignorant,
crude way. Volunteers asked for would
get the willing workers, or it might be
arranged that each able person would
be required to serve a certain time in
such capacities, as Bellamy dreamed, or
shorter hours might be allowed. When
no necessarywork is looked down on as
it is today there will be no stigma attached to it and it will not be shunned
as it now is and thrown on the shoulders
of such as poverty today compels to accept. Does it seem absurd to you that
men cannot be found to do things necessary when we can find men today who
will enlist in an army to be made targets
of for bullets ? Offer a little honor, an
empty bauble, to men and they will yield
up their lives for the most foolish things
today, and men will be honored for good
deeds under socialism, even though it
soil their hands, and there will be no
lack of willing volunteers. There will
also come dishonor for such as will not
do their part. There will be no trouble
in having all necessary work done, and
that, too, without having poverty as a
task master to force it.
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NO WORK, NO PAY.
There be some of you who exPress
great fear that under socialism some'
body would get something without
working: for it. Does it ever occur to
you that under the present system many
people get something without working
for it? In fact, do such People really
know what work should get returns and
what should not? Bad work, no matter
how hard or how assiduously followed,
should have nothinet, but under the present system it receives the most, while
good work is poorly paid. The man who
works hard to bribe legislatures, congress and the iudiciary accumulates a
fortune; the man who works hard to
monopolize any necessity of life that he
may levy tribqte on his fellows is rewarded with wealth and social position.
If mere work is the only requisite to reward, these people are entitled to the
reward. The counterfeiter, the forger,
these work,
the robber, the thief-all
the highest
ekhibit
them
and some of
will anyone assume theY
skill-but
should be rewarded becauseof WORK?
The test of reward should be productivethat produces
ness in g:oodwork-work
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something for the beneflt of mankind.
And be sure that you know what is good
for mankind before passing over the
benefits. When you shall have carefully
studied the matter you will find, as all
philosophers have found, that work
spent to get a living through interest,
rent or profit is not good work and produces nothing and should have nothing.
It is on the same plane with the cunning
that elevates one family to a kingship,
another to a dukedom, another to a
mastery over broad acres, or sugar, or
oil, or coal. All belong to the same
class and are deserving of the same lack
of reward. The people who do the good
work of the world, who produce its food,
'clothing, houses, instruction and entertainment, are entitled to all of these
things, while those who do not help produce them by real labor with the gne
aim of production are not entitled to
any of them. Look about you and see
which class has these things ! You are
continually rewarding those who will
not work-at
least do no good workand yet express fear that this very thing
would be under socialism. Under socialism the social organism could only pay
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for good work. It is the reverse of this
system which pays for bad work or no
work. There was a time when people
thought they could not get along without a king-that
the king kept order
and prevented the people from robbing
and killing each other; that he protected
them with foreign foes; when, in fact,
the king was doing all the robbing, was
setting them to killing each other and
was continually getting them into wars
with other peoples. There are people
today who are as blind, who believe that
they could not get along without capitalists, that the people would sit around
and starve if capitalists were not at
hand to tell them what to do, and that
they would have no work but for the
capitalists. Onepet is just as foolish as
the other. Railroads, telegraphs, factories and farms could and would run
without capitalists just as the postoffice
does, and all that the capitalists draw
from the production of society is what
ignorance pays to cunning. The employes of all eapitalist's would do their
work as well and just as faithfully if
they were paid directly by society (government) as they do when paid indi-
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rectly by society through the capitalists
who take the greater part of what they
produce. Do a little thinking now and
then, and you will improve your mind
just as exerciseimproves your muscles.
.

Tsp question is often asked if the
government ernployed the idle. how
would it pay them" There is no new
principle involved. Did you ever stop
long enough in your insane scramble for
"money" to think how any employer
pays his workmen ? No, f'll venture you
have done nothing of the kind. Let us
examine this for a moment, or are you
too busy or despairing to listen? Let
us take any employer of any number of
men and see how he does and see if the
same method applied to the government
will not answer the oft-asked question.
A manufacturer employs a gang (how
very appropriate a term, from slaves
chained together) of workmen to mai<e
shoes. At the end of a week or month
these rvorkmen have made shoes to the
market price of two or three times their
wages. These shoes are sold and the
men get their pay. You will notice the
employers have not paid the men-the
men have made their own pay and paid
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the employer. It does not alter the case
if the shoes are not at once sold, because the shoes are made to meet a demand and that demand is always buying
shoes enough to pay wages. Every line
of production is exactly like this-even
the building of houses and railroads,
though it may not at first seem so. Now
could not the government sell the product of its workmen to pay its workmen just the same as the private employers? If not, why not? The government, if it would conduct every line of
trade, would not need a dollar to pay its
employed-it could give them orders on
the government store and for these orders they could get at labor cost any
article they can n6w buy with money.
What would they need then, with
money? All the money paid out is finally converted into food, clothing, rent
and mutual pleasures, and if these can
be had for the orders to be obtained
only by labor in some capacity, money
could do no more, and there would be
no more use for bonds. The trouble is
not that the thing is impracticable or
visionary, but the men who rule this
nation and all other nations have a
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"soft snap" at the ruling business and
don't want to give it away. Kings are
not known for their desire to extend
the liberties of the people. If you were
in their places instead of being a wageslave, you would like to keep your fel'lows as voting cattle to sustain you in
your position, perhaps, but you are not
the rulers, but the under millions. It
will be to your interest to change the
condition of employment just as it is
to the rulers' interest to maintain the
present order.

The Appeal's First Elome and Working Force, 1gg5.

Ltnt asked to explain the difference
between productive and non-productive
labor. Just what percentage of the
present labor of the world is non-productive is very hard to define, but a
very large percentage of it undoubtedly
is. All servants of the rich are nonproducers. All armies and navies,rall
people employed in producing luxuries
for the non-producing class are nonproducers, though their labor may be
of the hardest and the products of their
hands of the highest skill. If it would
require one store with ten clerks to supply the retail demand of a community
that now has ten or fifteen stores, then
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all the persons engaged ,in merchandising in that community, except the ten
absolutely required under the best economic conditions, ate non-producers.
This is apparent everywhere. The labor
in building manJ,r barns for farmers
when a scientiflcally constructed barn
would accornmodatemany of them, the
multiplying of farm implements and the
labor employed in producing them to a
greater degree than would be necessary
to conduct farming under one co-operative orderly system, I say that all this
excess of labor is non-productive. You
will find in a city two and possibly three
directories when one would suffice. Under the present system, a man having
the monopoly of the directory business
would take from the public as much or
perhaps more money than two or three,
but that does not alter the fact that the
labor employed in producing two or
three directories, when one is sufficient.
is waste. If a city were to publish its
own directory and sell it to the public
at cost, there would be no incentive for
several directories nor for an exorbitant
charge for the same. Speaking of printing, it is interesting to note the cost of
matter produced at the government
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printing office. The Congressional Record edition of "Protection or F?ee
Trade," by Henry George, consisting of
111 pages, is printed upon the very best
of paper and sold to congressmen at a
cost of one cent each and enclosed in a
large envelope. There is no place on
the market that I could buy that envelope for the price that the government
furnishes the envelope, book and all.
Now, printers get better pay in the government printing offices than they do in
any private establishment, so that this
work does not cut down the priee of
labor, though sold at a price that no
private enterprise could compete with.
Of course, there is much labor lost in a
public printing office from the fact thaL
much matter is printed for which there
is no earthly use. It is labor lost when
one railroad is paralleled by another, for
there is scarcely a community in t\e
United States or the world where a well
equipped railroad cannot take care of
all the traffic that can be brought to it.
It is true that the building of a second
road is a benefit to laborers by allowing
them to gain something to eat and weatr,
but'that could be better given them out
of the earnings of the road, tl"la.n by
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hiring them to waste labor and rnaterial
in another. I might go on multiplying
instances ad infi,ni,tum, but these I think
will sufficeto show what I mean by nonproductive labor.
Oucn upon a time a king was much
pleased with the great care bestowed
upon, and the wonderful product of the
farm of one of his subjects, and he sent
for him and told him he wanted all the
farmers taught to care for the soil and
its fruit as did he. The farmer was a
philosopher and he told his king he
could have all his kingdlom as well
planned and planted as his estate, but
it would take time. In the first place
.it would take several years to train up
a few, it would take several more for
these few to train up more and several
generations would pass before enough
teachers were educated to begin the instruction of the masses. The king was
informed that if he would adopt this
course, that while he r,night not reap
much reward while living, that future
generations would rise up to bless and
honor his name. That coming generations would be born into a world of
beauty, love and plenty. But the king
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was impatient, caring more for immediate gratification and results, and his
kingdom went to destruction at a time
when it should have been in the zenith
of its greatness had the philosopher's
advice been taken.
Just so is the condition of the UniteC
States. It has reformers and reformers,
but for the most part they are like the
king, impatient and desire results by a
shorter process than they ean be obtained. There is one way they can win
-and.only one waY. TheY must begin
the slow process of economic education.
They must first create teachers and then
open schools. One man who knows the
problem is worth hundreds of half educated voters who are liable to ruin a
promising crop; See what a Ruskin or
a Tolstoi or a Marx has accomplished.
Gather as many as You can into Your i
homes, read and discuss books teaching
the problem and gradually spread the
circles as did the abolitionists and the
German socialists. Vote to show your
strength, but success is not possible
until you have a majority educatedand
then neither army, navy, judges, ballot
box stuffers or other enemies of mankind can prevail against you. Use pa-
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pers add leaflets freely, raise a fund,
be it ever so little, for buying literature.
Do this and in ten years the United
States will be a co-operative commonwealth. Struggle with a half educated
class even if you get the offices, and
you will find the fruits of victory turn
to ashes.
WHlr is this social system we live
under that you ask me to bow down and
worship if I am to be accounted a good
citizen? Is it something so wonderful\'nerfect?
Does it bring peace,happiness and wisdom to its devotees?
Does it provide plenty for its supporters ? Does it reward merit and punish
demerit? Are the honest and industrious crowned with the product of toil
and do the dishonest and uselesssuffer
the pangs of worthlessness? Just the
reverse of this seems to me to be true.
I see those whose labor has made its
bread, hungry, those whose labor has
made its raiment, ragged, those who
have builded its houses, tenants, those
who have builded its railroads, tramping, and those who have made presidents and governors, beggars for
crumbs from the table they have spread.
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I see the poor taxed and the rich go
free. I see the workers reduced to mere
wage slaves, hirelings to the vicious,
avaricious and corrupt. I see want and
ignorance in millions of homes. I see
men reduced to mere beasts of burden,
so cheap no care is taken whether they
receive enough food to exist. I see
women and children cooped up like so
many hogs gathering fat wealth for the
use of their owners. I see the earth as
a piece of private property upon which
all who live must pay the cunning who
have possession. I see the food of the
world monopolized by fiends who compel all others to work for them on pain
of starvation. I see everywhere cunning, covetousnessand avarice housed
in palaces,clothed in finest raiment and
feasting on the daintiest preparatipns
while the industrious are reduced to
menial servants for them. You ask me
to endorse a system productive of these
enormities on pain of your displeasure.
I prefer your displeasure to honor for
worshiping such enormities. Our ancestors worshiped at the shrine of any
brutal king who could possess himself
of the law-making machinery of their
land; they bowed ignorant obedienceto
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ignorant and venal customs and superstitions; they were loosed like bloodhounds on any who dared to raise their
voice against the system. But that time
is passed. A new light is shedding its
rays into millions of minds. Too many
are disgusted with the present social
anarchy and crimes. Too many socialist
books and papers have been read despite the care of the millionaires to
keep the people in ignorance. Too many
people see the present injustice as it is
and qot as you believe it, for it to last.
The real revolution is of ideas and always precedes the final overthrow of a
system or dynasty. Men rally around
an idea but the work is going on now
the effects of which will be noticed in
a few years. The people have caught
the "how" to stop this criminal system.
The nation and state and cities shall
monopolize for the equal benefit of a
few. Its change is only a matter of
sentiment expressed in the ballot box.
And until it is so €xpressed there it is
useless to think of any other method.
Ir public ownership is not good, let
us sell our public roads, streets and alleys to some syndicate and have it fix
the terms on which we can use them as
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they do the railroads. Let us sell the
rivers to another syndicate. Let us
sell the school houses, court houses,
state and national buildings to another
syndicate and have it put on its tariff.
Public ownership is right or not right.
If public ownership will give the people
as good or better service than private
ownership and for less money (labor)
then it is better. The question is simply one of business. The private ownership has proven an abortion. Under
it in all nations is poverty and oppression. ' Those who own the land and machinery squeeze the many who do not
own the land and machinery. They
want more, more, more. They cut
wages, discharge willing workers, bribe
city, state and national officers, squander their profits and force the workers
to live lives of misery. You never heard*
of the owners of the public roads,
streets, alleys, public buildings or postal
system bribing lawmakers, or drawing
dividends on watering stock. Had the
railroads been public property you
woultl never have heard of the rich and
favored riding on passes; you would
never have heard of railroad lobbies in
your city, state or national assemblies.
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be one of the wealthy, or being one will
remain so, but the whirligig of private
property will grind you finer and finer
and drop you into the abyss of poverty,
your children will be wage-slaves and
hirelings who will work, live and have
their being just so long as some man
can use them to his pleasure or profit
-and no longer. You get nothing but
disappointment and worry under this
system. If you would seek to know
what the other system we advocate
really is you would be its advocate as
are the millions who have studied and
investigated.

Private property is the essenceof kingship. It is the mainspring of all corruption, all poverty, all vice, and all
disease. It does not make any difference whether you or the maiority have
not looked at it in this waY; it makes
no difference whether you deny it; the
fact remains there just the same. You
may shut your eyes and saY it is not
true, that something else is the matter
and that things will right themselves,
but all the same the statement is eternallS true that private ownership of
monopolies is doing up the masses of
all nations, and they are writhing and
squirming under the conditions imposed
by the present system and will to the
until theY bY some
end of time-or
means make all the oppressive monopolies public property. You may curse
and hang the men who tell You these
truths, and swear such are the cause of
all your troubles; you may work yourself into a ftenzy and believe you are
sane, but all the time you will be suffering the effects of your illogical, unnatural ownership, and men of wealth will
multiply but men of poverty will multiply a hundred fold faster. You may
hug the selfish delusion that you will

T,nr me whisper in your ear a wonderful secret. It would have filled the
earth with joy and gladness had it been
told the people in the long ago. There
would have been no wars, no tyrapnous
rulers, no crimes, no poverty and but
few sorrows and these few tinged with
a bright lining. It is what all philosophers sought and the whole world has
yearned to realize its effects. It is
greater than the philosopher's stone,
and why that i,gnus fatuus was sought.
This secret is not the discovery of one
man, but of many; not in one age, but
*
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in all; not in one country, but in every
land where the human mind has been
capable of serious and right thinking.
It has not been kept as a secret-on the
contrary every discoverer has tried with
his best effort to tell it far and wide,
yet to the mass of mankind it is still
a secret, as though it had never been
discovered. And when I, like the many
who have preceded me, tell you this
wonderful knowledge, it will still be
secre(to the most of you who read these
lines, for although I shall put it into the
simplest, plainest words, words you use
every day, you will still be far from
comprehending iti or realizing its great,
its vital importance. It is this: A nation of busy people, properly directed,
can produce by a daily labor of five
hours, more wholesomefood, more firstclass clothing, more excellent houses,
and more noble entertainment that the
people can consume. If these things be
given to each in proportion to the number of days he or she works, all the
joys and gladness I have enumerated
will naturally follow.
Yes, possibly, you may, say, but how
is this condition to be brought about?
By the product of every man's hands
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and brain (and I put hand labor advisedly before brain labor) being taken
charge of by the whole people (government) and every man going to the whole
people (government stores or warehouses) to get whatever he or she needs,
presenting certificates of labor for the
pay. This system would give no opportunity for the idler to live on interest,
rent or profit, and would leave ample
means and time for the development of
every nature genial to peace-as Shakespeare, Milton, Ruskin, a Michael Angelo, Tintoret or Turner, a Watt, Stephenson or Edison, a Darwin, Humboldt
or Agassiz, a Jenny Lind or Patti Rosa.
Men and women under those conditions
would no longer make private wealth
the aim of life, but would seek the trpnor
for good deeds done for all of which
they would be adored by a nation of intelligent, happy, progressive people.
Great deeds are never done for money,
and no great deeds will ever be done
while money rules the world, except in
rare instances by "peculiar" individuals.
Under such conditions what incentive to
crime can you conceive? Will you grasp
this secret, carry it in your heart, nurture it by your most earnest desire and
*
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help propagate it? What a noble thing
to live and labor to bring about such a
condition.
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electric plants for the people to enjoy,
instead of for a few to get wealthy on.
So wonderfully, so ridiculously impracticable are any such suggestions
that the foolhardy advocates of such
wild, visionary, utopian ideas are considered insane, while those who are being robbed by the present practi,cat.
system are so ucry uery sane! And
man is said to be endowedwith reason!
He believes the lies told him by those
who are robbing him into poverty and
ignoranie, but has only loathing for
those who advocate a system that woulcl
yield peace, plenty and pleasure to all.
The new system would not benefit anv
of its advocates an iota more than il
would benefit any other man or woman
in the land. There are no hard or soft
jobs in the new order, but honest work
is demanded of everyone if that one
eats.

IMPRACTICAL.

Ir would be so impractical to raise
and prepare food for use instead of for
profit.
It would be so i.mpracti,cal to make
clothirls.for people to wear instead of
Ior pront.
It would be so impractical to build
houses to live in instead of an income
for some landlord.
It would be so 'impractical to build
railroads for peopleto ride on and send
goods where needed,instead of for speculation.
It would be so impractical to mine
coal for people to burn instead of for
making coal millionaires.
It would be so im,practical to refine
oil for use instead of profit for the
Standard Oil tyrants.
It would be so impractical to build
theatres and opera houSes for people
to enjoy, instead of for the profit of a
few schemers.
It would be so impracti,cal to construct street cars, water works, gas and

THE STREET CAR GRIPMAN.

Said I to a street car gripman the
other day: "Don't you working people
get tired of slaving for a corporation
for the miserable pay you get?,,
"Yes; it is hard work and poor pay,
but we have to work for somebody.',
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"Yes, so all you laboring people are
taught to think, but the truth is otherwise. Your masters, I see by the daily
press, make a profit of sixty to seventy
thousand dollars a month, besides the
fat salaries of its chief directors. Now,
do you not see that either the fares
ought to be reduced to the people or
yout wages raised?"
Said he: "The company must have a
profit. They would not employ us if
they could not make a-profit."
"Yes, so you think, but you are not
so well paid as the postal employes,and
f am sure no company is making a
profit off them. All the people pay for
stamps and it is paid to the employes,
except that part paid the railroads;
there is no part of the receipts taken to
pay dividends on honest or dishonest
stock, or honest or dishonest bonds, or
fancy prices to some officers and starvation prices to some employes as is
the case with this street car company.
Your hours are not so favorable to you
as postal employes' and your job is not
so secure to you. You dare not organize a union, and have no liberty of voting as you please, excepi you vote one
of the old party tickets. The postal em-
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ployes are nearly all organized and get
favorable legislation."
Said he:. "All you say is about a
fact, but the postoffice is a government
business."
"Yes, and these street railroads would
be city business if you laboring people
would vote for men who want the city
to own them, and then you would stand
in the same relation to the street car
department that the postal clerks do to
the postal department. You could erganize then and your vote for aldermen
and mayor would protect you. Now
your vote is nol worth anything to you,
beeausethe men you vote for have little
or nothing to do with your pay or tneatment. Then the council would regulate
your wages, and they would have no interest but justice in adjusting them, as
they now adjust the pay of policemen,
firemen and other city employes. Now,
the street car company can put in its
purse all they can cut your wages or
lengthen your hours."
Saicl he: "I think most of us want
better conditions, buT the men we vote
for promise well before the election and
then sell us out."

LLz

I.EAVE}S

OF IJF'E

Loox at the globe we call our earth.
It is our mother, and it has on it, and
in it, the elements with which every
legitimate desire of every man, woman
and child can be satisfied to the uttermost. Only one thing is required of
man and it will make him happy. The
I earth will not give up these blessings
to the children of men except they labor
-labor with hands and brains. Not
one of these but both of these must be
applied. The brain can no more cozzen
mother earth out of a grain of pleasure
without the hands of labor, than the
hands can without any brain connected
with them. That is the grand test of
useful labor. Whenever you see some
man g:ettins a living by his "Great brain
power," and doing nothing useful with
his hands, he is not swindling mother
earth-he is swindling some worker or
workers out of a part of what they gain
by labor on mother earth. No man, no
matter what his mental accomplishments, can think a dinner into beingit takes work and intelligence to do that.
If he gets a dinner it is by deceiving
some one who has produced the dinner
-trading sophistry and lies for his dinner. You can't lie to mother earth.
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She gives nothing up except it first be
earned. Labor you must, or of her you
cannot get your dinner. Not so much
as a drop of water from her surface can
you get except physical exertion necessary to lift it be made. In her storehousesare food for billions, clothing for
billions, houses for billions, instruction
and entertainment for billions-all to
be had for labor. All these have been
enjoyed by a few without labor, under
the pretext that they were entitled to
them because they were kings, nobles,
priests, capitalists, soldiers and landIords, and the silly millions whose labor
had wrested these things from earth,
supplied these useless drones with the
best they produced and took the leavings for themselves. The idle parasites
have been the cause of every war, every
crime and all the poverty that has ever
visited the human race. Is it not time,
in this closing of the XIX century, that
the people throw off the burden of maintaining these drones and by a public
ownership of the earth and the fullness
thereof leave no avenue by which they
may get their dinner except by producing its value in abst lute wealth ? They
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have been maintained under false pretenses long enough.
You know I have often said that this
socjal anarchy, miscalled civilization
gives peace and pleasure to neither the
rich nor poor-that the rich are.just as
miserable in mind as the poor. In fact,
I believe that with few exceptions they
suffer more, and not infrequently we
read of their suicide, even while surrounded with plenty, to get away from
the intense struggle for supremacy with
possible failure and want staring them
in the face. An instance in point came
under my observation a few days ago.
Talking with an old friend who was considered quite wealthy.four or five years
ago, but who told me he was carrying
a heavy financial load, we drifted into a
discussion of the hopes and aims of
socialism, and how it would bring a
boon of comfort and peace to the iich
as well as to the poor. He repeated to
me in part a cbnversation he had with
one of the foremost barikers and capitalists in the country. I know the party
and know he is quoted at fifteen millions. My friend asked him if he was
going on a vacation this year. .,No, the
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governess and children are going to the
seashore,but I cannot spare the time."
Think of it-a man worth millions who
could noL leave his affairs long enough
to take a rest for fear the fabric he had
built would tumble down ! \4rhat glorious satisfaction is wealth ! And the
man is not a miserly, mean man, either.
He dared not leave his affairs. This
conversation was in the rich man's
counting house. He walked the floor as
they talked. Coming up before my
friend he said: "If I could be guaranteed against want I would gladly lay
down all I have gathered-give it up."
There you have it-there is no happiness
in wealth. It is a burden and curse.
For it men commit all crimes, live"a life
of toil and struggle and care-just to
fin{ or feel sure of that one thing"guarantee against urg,nf,"-IMhich a socialist system would guarantee to every
citizen who would do two or three
months' useful labor in a year. And
for six months' labor one could enjoy
more of pleasure, more of travel, more
of all that makes life worth living than
this fifteen-millionaire ever has or ever
will'enjoy-and he is not sure that his
children will not beg bread. People op-
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pose socialism becausethey do not know
what it is. But socialism is of more
worth as a legacy to children than a
million dollars under this system.
Dro you ever hear of any watered
stock in the postal system? Nit.
Did you ever hear of any bonds, stocks
or mortgages connected with it? Nit.
Did you ever hear of any princely
salaries or uselessofficials? Nit.
Did you ever hear.of any official using
the system for his private pleasure or
profit without paying postage like other
citizens ? Nit.
Did you ever hear of a postoffice lobby
in city council, state legislature or congress clamoring for greater privileges
or bribing officials? Nit.
Did you ever hear any talk about the
business not paying an interest on the
investment in building, machinery, etc.?
Nit.
Isn't it about the only thing in the
land where the investment is not expected to pay an interest? yOU bet.
All business can be so conducted. and
no thought of interest, rent or profit
will ever enter the mind of the people
engaged in it. When a building is built,
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it will be for use and no thought of rent
will be.connectedwith it any more than
there is with the rent of a public building erected for a postoffice. It will be
thus under socialism.
ANvturxc that is right in theory is
right in practice. Anything wrong in
theory is wrong in practice. People
have not been taught to comprehend
these facts. Now what is right and
what is wrong depends upon the results
desired. If you build a clock that will
not keep time, but will make a ribbon
the thing is wrong-it does not produce
the results you seek. You have the
wrong theory and have wrong results.
But if the object you sought^was ribbons it would be constructed on the
right theory, because it produced what
you sought. In this light of reason let
us analyze the present theory of society,
private ownership of property with its
effects of competition, and see if it is
right in producing the effects or product
that we seek. If we seek strife, decepembezzlement, perjury,
tion, fraud,
forgery, theft, robbery, suicide, murder,
war, poverty, hunger and ignorance-I
say if these are the products we seek,
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then the present social and political
theory we are following is perfectly
right, for these are the results. But if
we desire other and opposite results; if
we desire peace, plenty and pleasure,
then the present theory is all wrong.
The question of right or wrong depends
on which of these results we want. If
we desire peace, plenty and pleasure
we will have to construct society on another theory.
There are only two
theories regarding wealth and its holding-it must be either private property
or public property. We have the effect
of private property, effects present in
every nation in every age, regardless
of the laws governing it. If we like
them, then no change is needed. If we
rvant other results we must apply public
ownership-socialism. There is no other
road. Socialism is a theory that will
produce peace, plenty and pleasure. If
you want these things, vote the Socialist ticket and help build up a party to
apply socialism.
Socr.lr,Islr would not abolish all private property. Communism would do
that. Socialism would have all the people own everything that is used to pro-
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duce wealth-land and machinery. It
means the employment of each individual, according to his ability, by all
the people-or as we term it, government. The creation of the labor so employed belongs to all the people, but the
order, money or pay that I would get
would buy back all I produced or its
equivalent of what others produced.
When so bought it becomes my private
property, but I could not buy land, or
machinery-nor would I want to, for I
could get the use of it without buying.
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PI"AIN TALKS TO WORKING MEN.
So you think that pdlitics has nothing to do with your wages or chance of
getting employment, or your debts or
poverty, eh? The banker tells you so.
The politician tells you so. The monopolist tells you so. The people who live
well and do nothing tell you so. Isn't
it funny that all of these people are all
of one mind? All these pgople live off
of somebody. Do you know who that
somebody is ? AII these people are very
anxious about the elections. Do you
ever ask yourself why? If politics has
nothing to do with you why are you so
interested? Do you think they are fools
to spend their time and money on something there.is nothing in for them?
And if there is something in it for them,
who pays that something? Why can't
you see a little bit under the surface?
Have they trained you like a soldier so
you can't think but obey orders? Why
are they so anxious that you don't vote
with the Socialists? Why all this solicitude? Politics has everything to do
with your wages and employment. It
can render millions of you idle so you
will have to work cheap, or it can have
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all of you busy getting big wages. They
don't want you to find this out. They
want you for a voting machine to help
them live in luxury and power. And
you've been doing it.
Wny should one man have more pay
than another, for labor? Is it because
one needsfive or ten times as much food.
or five or ten times as much clothing, or
five or ten times as much house or pleasure? Is this the reason one should have
five or ten times as much pay? If one
don't need these more than another, why
should he be allowed to take them? Why
do the poor, who want and NEED an
equal share of pay for labor, vote for a
system that pays them dog's crumbs anfl
gives to idlers the banquet?
ONcn upon a time there was a great
howl about "negro equality" in this land.
But you hardly ever seea gang of workmen that these same fellows are not on
working equality and the white fellows
feel lucky to get work on these terms.
Strange things happen in a few years.
This equblity don't reach the rich. The
poor whites voted themselves and the
colored people both to their present poverty stricken conditions.
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Workman-Could you advance me a
week's pay ?
Boss-No, sir.
ever since I have
Workman-Why
worked for you I have been advancing
my labor before being paid, thus enabling you to caruy on your business.
Boss-That cuts no figure. You oughL
to be thankful that you are permitted
to work for ME. But what do You want
with the money?
Workman-My daughter is verY sick
and I have no money to buY medicine.
Boss-Sorry, but times are hardhard, sir. I can't give any money until
your week is up. My daughter is going
to give a ball tomorrow evening and it
will take several thousand dollars to
cover expdnses.
It matters not what your politics or
religion, you and I desire the same
things in this life. Let me prove it to
you while you shall be the judge and
the jury. You want the best of food,
prepared in the best m'anner, do You
not? So do I. You want the best of
clothing, made in the best manner, do
you not? So do I. You want to live in
as good a houseas any other citizen and
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have it furnished as well, do you not?
So do I. You want time and means for
enjoying the best instruction and the
highest entertainment possible, do you
not? So do I. This being true, and I
am sure it is, whv this difference between us? Why do we look with suspicion on each other and vote against
each other, and feel that we are enemies
of each other? (I do not feel that way
toward you.) But you Democrats and
Republicans feel that way toward each
other and toward the Socialists, if I can
judge from your talk and actions. Yet
all of you want the same things I have
mentioned. And beyond these you want
the assurancethat you and your children
after you may always have these things
and every action of your life has for its
object the attainment of these things.
Now, if you have followed me along
these lines, let us reason a little further.
Are you afraid to reason? I hope not.
I hope you are not afraid of the words
another shall write or the sounds which
another shall utter. Why should you
fear to let your eyesrest on a few letters
arranged in any manner? Can such
letters tear your flesh? They cannot
affect your mind unless you are willing-
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So they can do you no harm either
physically or mentally. You need not
obey them unless Your reason tells you
they are good. And that is what you
are doing all the time, with whatever
words, printdd or written, that you come
u.to... Going back to the first proposition: All of-us desire the same thing
-the best of food, clothing, shelter, instruction and entertainment-each according to his tastes. Now, are you ge!
ting them? That is the main Point. If
you a"e, you have nothing to wish-you
must be completely satisfied and happy'
.But if you are not, do You think You
ever will be by continuing as you have?
Are the prospects brighter day by dav?
With all the years in which the Democrats ahd Republicans have run this
country, have they not had time enough
to arrange affairs and give every citizen these things, if theY knew how or
wanted to? Are not both Parties just
the same? Arb not conditions just alike
in Democratic or Republican states?
What gives you hope that they will make
things different from what they have
been giving you? We Socialists have
been either Democrats or Republicans'
We have looked carefully into the gues-

.
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tion and have come to the conclusion
that a change of SYSTEM must be had
before all of us can teahze the very
things that we desire. Five thousand
years of private ownership has never
given the people of a single nation the
things that they really longed for. Now,
has it ? If not, why still cling to the delusion that it can be realized by pursuing the same old methods? Change must
come and why not make it now and enjoy life instead of the present disgusting
and irritating worr.y and uncertninty ?
After you havc exnmined into the Soyourrrnrllrtvo <ronvittt:orl
cialist soJrrtiorr
self that it will lrot,rkr l'or ur.rwlrnt, wc
desire to have <lotru,l,hcttyou cnn coln('
to us and show whct'uirr wc ttru tnixtaken, and betwecn u$ wo mrly bc tlrlu
to find somemethod by whir:h hutnuttil.l'
may be able to realize its highcst itlutl.
Now, isn't that fair? What tnorc <:oulrl
you ask? As you are, you have nu rurrtcdy. You are traveling the stmu olrl
roird that has beentraveled so m:ln,yccnturies without producing happinusstrrrl
brotherhoodfor the human famil.y. Wrr
tlcsire to take another road. Comc willr
us.
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You are not going to get something
for nothing and get it honestly. Neither
are you going to get something for work
that in itself produces nothing and g:et
that something honestly. You must
produce something yourself, or aid in its
production at some stage to be entitled
to something honestly. The teacher who
produced useful knowledge in a child or
a man is a producer, but if it is base
ideas he teaches he is not a producer,
but a destroyer and is entitled to no
rewards, but punishment. Work does
not entitle a man to reward unless it be
g:ood work. All useless or ill-directed
labor is criminal.
Suppospthe working people had made
twice or thrice the food and clothing
and houses and machinery in the last
few years would they be any better off
today? Not a bit of it. They would
not have received any more wages. Do
railroad men,receive any more wages
for hauling a train of thirty heavily
loaded cars than they do for half the
number of empty ones? The trouble
with the present deplorable condition of
millions starving and freezing is not
that the workers have not produced
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enough, but that they have produced too
rapidly for the wages received. The
truth is, that the task master, wageslavers, have taken so nearly all the
products of labor just becauseunder the
system they can, that what has been
paid in wages or for crops will not keep
soul and body of the working people to.
gether. Had the workers lived like
Chinamen,a condition they are nearing,
it would be just the same, for then
wages would have been reduced to that
level. The working people must capture
the law making machinery and by the
state employ themselves and do away
with the speculating class. Then all
will be well.
Clprrllrsrs
do not furnish working
people employment. The demand of the
public for goods makes employment possible. All the capitalists do is to prevent
the working people from"working until
they agree (for wages) to give the
capitalists (for the use of machinery
which had been stolen from the workers) most of what is produced. The
workers furnish the employers a living,
bpt the employers never furnish the
workers a living. So long as a major-
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ity of workers are fools enough to believe this lie of capitalists (which is on
a par with the lie about the divine right
of kings) they will be living like slaves
while keeping up a lot of slick drones
in luxury. But I am not condemning
the drones. So long as the workers
have no more sense that to support the
capitalistic system they are fit only for
work slaves, while their masters live
Iike kings on their toil.
THE NEGRO AND SOCIALISM.

Socialism will solve the race question,
and that, too, without a single reference
to race and without denying to any person a single right accorded any-oihe*
person. It will be done in just the way
the government or society now employs
colored soldiers or provides schools for
them separate from the whites. Take,
for instance, some great factory. The
worl<ers will make the regulations, governing the industry. It would require
a majority of the workers to consent
to the employment of colored, Chinese,
or any other race in that particular
factory, a consent not likely to be given.
As every citizen would have the right
of employment, a rejection of any race
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would necessitatethe erection of a plant
of that or some other character in whieh
such colored citizens would be separated
from the whites and the whites from
the colored people, one not more than
the other. The colored race would have
the same right to reject or accept the
association of whites. It would be to
the interest of all to have the colored
race furnished with the same good machinery to work with and the same good
homes and schools and everything, as
the result of their labor would be a
matter of interest to all. Thus they
would live as well as the whites and
have every surrounding to develop and
unfold them that could be placed about
them. There would be communities or
sections of blacks, of Chinese, or of any
other races and nationalities, if there
were such citizens. You might fear
that such guarantee of employment and
capital by the public would result in
flooding this country with the hordes
from other lands. Yes, if a majority
of the people here should vote to admit
them. But that is not likely. You see
the public would own all the land, machinery and means of exchange, and no
one could find a place to work, except
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the maiority should make regulations
admitting them. TheY come in now bY
the millions, with or without you,r ^c9nsent, because the private owners or rndustries can hire them cheaper than
you want to work for. You would need
no anti-Chinese laws and other farces
then. No, Chinamen might come, but
Cirinamen would not be able to work
and live here without your consent'
Thus you see that private ownership of
industries mixes up the races' reducing
blacks, whites and yellows to a common
level, while socialism would separate
the races and lift them all to the highest level of which each were capable'
It would do this without denying: one
any right possessedby another, withool d"tiyittg employment to any class,
and wiihout Permitting anY to take
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your dulled perception will see the cause
of your misery.
Tun time is coming, if not already
here, when there will be no more masters of trades. No one would be foolish
enough to learn the shoemaking trade
today, for the factory has usurped that
field. Any unskilled worker can go into
a shoe factory and learn to attend one
of the numerous machines in a few days
and help to put out shoes,yet he would
not be able to make a pair of shoes.
Clothing is being made in the samewav.
All f'oodproducts are fast falling under
the same condition. Machines for the
production of these things are made in
the same way. Doctors and pharmacists and lawyers will be thicker than
the people who can use them, and these
will not be more independent than the

thousand, and seven thousand is a good
day's work for a printer (not a machine
operator). And a new machine is prom_
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ised that will set type at one cent a
thousand. Everything in the business
ls the same way and thousands of good
workmen are now idle and tramping in
search of work. It is the same in all
lines. Great farms will produce products cheaper than a little farmer can
hope to, and the little fellow will 'be
out of business as was the shoemaker
and the printer. Turn which way You
will and you will meet iust this condition. If you can find a ray of hoPe in
the future for the masses of the oncoming generation you can see more than
I can-you are an optimist indeed, but
without reason.
A wonxrNc man wants to know if
the American people, when theY get
socialism, will have to get uP to the
ringing of bells or a municipal whistle.
Great heavens,man ! Come with me to
the mines of Pennsylvania or the mills
of New England. I will show you where
the bells ring the workers to bed at 9
p. ffi., or they will be discharged. I
can show you thousands of men' women
and little children rushing to work early
in the morning at the sound of bells
and whistles, and leaving at night with
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the same accompaniment. I can show
you hundreds who lose their chance to
earn a living becausethey were unable
to g.et to work on the exact moment.
Most of these people would welcome
socialism, my friend.
Do you know
what the ringing of the bell of a public factory or the tooting of a ,'municipal whistle". would mean? It would
mean no child labor; it would mean
wages for both man and woman sufficient to support them on the best that
can be produced; it would mean short
hours and the living of workers in desirablc localities in country or city, and
not in crowded tenement hells; it would
mean no more forcing of our sisters
and daughters into prostitution beeause
of insufficient wages; it would mean
that the public, being the consumersof
what they themselves produced, would
no longer be poverty-forced to eat adulterated food, wear shoddy clothes or live
in ramshackle and unhealthy buildings.
And when you hear the municipal whistle or socialist bell at the close of work
you will see no half-starved, ill-clothed
and tired out wage slaves swarming to
the holes they call "home." It will not
be at night, with no time to do other
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than to tumble weary and hopelessinto
their wretched couches. When the publicly owned industry closes for the day
it will be early in the afternoon. There
will be public theaters, concerts, libraries, gymnasiums, lectures. There
will be enjoyment, happiness, laughter,
and they will go to their wholesome,
healthy supper in bright homes, a happy
people, bright, laughing children, and
fathers and mothers no longer tormented with the fear of a PovertYstricken future. The "municipal whistle" and the "socialist bell" ! Let us
have them. They will be far better
than the privately owned whistle and
bell that now drives us, whether or no,
to ill-paid, exhausting labor that degrades the workers, dulls conscienceand
morality, and enriches onlY the few
private owners and slave drivers. When
the "municipal whistle" and the "ringing of socialiqt bells" are heard, then
also will be heard the joyous cries of
an uplifted humanity and the triumphant song of rednthroned justice.
You ought to join the armY. It is
a nice place. You get feed and covering
and kicks. If you do not black the offi-
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cers' shoesand make yourself a debased
servant for the men ( ?) with straps on
their clothes, you are put under arrest
and then kicked and dragged by the
heels for two blocks to be tried for insubordination. If you complain, a big
brute will jab a sword in you while you
are a prisoner and helpless. If any of
the thefts or brutality of the officers a,re
hinted at by an underling, such underling will have a hard time of it. All
the privates in the army know this. It
is a great thing to have an army. AII
tyrannies need them. Nice place for
pets of the leading families. The officers are the reliance of the rich. S<r
they are in Europe. Over there only the
members of the noble families are allowed to be officers. The officers order;
the common herd who do the soldier act
are to obey. It would hot be safe to
allow plebeians to officer the men. They
might take a notion to fight for the
people instead of the tyrants. So in this
country. The army is officered by overbearing brutes. Boys, join the army
and fight for the rich.
WHnN a corporation fines an employe
for infraction of its rules, it usurps the
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powers of civil government-legislative,
judicial and executive. That is just
what constitutes absolute monarchy.
But the poor wage slave,laboring under
the delusionthat he is a free man in a
free country, votes to perpetuate the
rule of employers. He is taught to fear
socialism,becausehis masterswant him
to fear it and not read what it is. He
remainsa slave unconsciousof his condition.
Wnlr icliocy there is in many of our
customsand ideas. Take that elegantly
attired man over there-a uselessornament to society. He would not touch the
hand of the cook or waiter, but he will
eat that which their hands have been
manipulating! He would not recognize
the poor sweaters who have made his
clothing:, but will wear them with a
strut! He would not associatewith the
workers who built his palace, but will
show it to his friends with pride! He
would be disgracedto recognizethe attists who delieht him on the stege! In
other words, it is degrading to wash
clothes but respectableto dirty them!
Degrading to cook food but respectable
to eat it! Degradingto work at house-
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building but respectable to occupy
houses. Really, we have no classes!
"TURN down the light a little, John;
we burn too much." And this is the
way the poor families are economizing,
and deny themselvesthose necessitiesof
which nature has produced an abundance, because a few robber operators
have persuaded the people that they own
these products of Nature. Shame on a
degraded people who will go on voting
to support a system that robs them of
the necessities of life. So long as you
do the schemers will gladly take it, and
you will be their slaves and menials.
Hann times? What do you mean when
you say the times are hard ? Did you
ever try to form a picture in your mind
about what hard times does mean? The
times are not hard. This"particular portion of the infinity of time is not perceptibly different from any other period.
It has brought the seasonsin regular order, its sunshine and showers, iLs harvests of all that could happify mankind.
Nature has yielded increased return for
every hour of toil-more
of the good
things to eat, drink, wear, shelter,
amuse and instruct. Then if this be
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true times are not hard. The fault lies
with men's action toward each other. A
few men have persuaded the ignorant
many to agree to give these few an everincreasing amount of what they produce, until the amount has become so
great that the producers are retaining
not enough to live on, while the few are
surfeiting in superabundance. They
have allowed'themselves to be swindled
in the exchange of their handiwork for
that of others they wanted. They have
permitted the few who have the railroads and commerce to take the greater
part of all they create to convey it to
another place where wanted and bring
back things they desire in exchange.
No, times are not hard-they are bounteous to the fullest. But when people
let others take from them all they
create for merely handling it, they will
assuredly be in want and despair.
Wulr hollow mockery the phrase
that every man in America is a king !
Great and noble kings you are, going
from place to place humbly begging a
chance to serve your masters who have
robbed you of your rights. Shame on
such flunkeys - ignorant menials, who
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know not your God-given rights to anywhere apply your labor in producing
and exchanging products unhindered by
tribute.
Dm you ever notice a man robbing a
hive of bees, while the bees flew about
him in swarms unable to penetrate his
shield ? If the man is "civilized" he
does not take all the honey, as the bees
would starve and thus he would be unable to gather honey in the future.
Did you ever notice men robbing a
nation of people, while the people flew
about in desperation unable to penetrate their shields of law? If the robbers are "civilized," they do not take
everything the people have, as the people would starve, and thus the robbers
would be unable to gather wealth in the
future.
The two cases are just as similar as
the above paragraphs. The man does
nothing to produce the honey; the robber barons and trusts do nothing to produce the wealth they hold. They use
one set of men to rob all the other workers. They do not work except to scheme
how they may rob to the best advantage. If the toiling millions were not

I {O

L E AVES

OF L IF E

blinded by prejudice, this state of affairs would long ago have ceased.
WH.o,r sight can be more pathetic
than to see an old, broken-down man
trying to compete with vigorous manhood for a living for himself and famity? After forty years of toil, having
produced by his labor enough to keep
half a dozen families, he finds himself
poor and dependent in his old age!
Robbed of his earnings through monopoly, as fast as he created it, his life has
been one continual drudge, with nothing but the poorhouseor private charity
as a reward. Under a just system he
could years ago have ceased to work,
and spent his declining years in peace
and plenty, respected and honored for
a useful, industrious life. For the sake
of your old father and mother, for your
own declining years, vote out this robber system.
Lason has created all the capital of
the world, yet laborers have no capital.
They are as easily plucked as children.
To take from them is like stealing from
a blind man. But every man who sets
up a carriage and servants has been
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doing it. Somepoor, toiling animal in
human form, or many of them, has
been "touohed" to enablean idler to set
up his style. The workers are so blind
tliat, although one of them has worked
every day since childhood' has never
enjoyed the luxury of the least extravagance,he can seesomeman, his neighbor, whom he knows has never done a
day's real labor, ride by in the greatest
style, and not know it is the unpaid
labor of such men as himself that enablesthe idler to so live in luxury. He
is taught to vote some ticket, and the
men who steal his intelligence also take
his purse. Poor laborers,you have for
yeais voted your wealth into the hands
of the Goulds,Vanderbilts, Carnegies,
Depewsand all the lesserfleecersdown
to the candidate for constable. Intelligence would make You free. Your
crime is ignorance and your present
condition is the punishment you have
receivedby order of that Eternal Court
that is higher than man-made statutes
or constitutions.
OF courseyou have beenin the cities'
tinless you are one of the poor serfs
tied to the soil by poverty just as fast
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as by the old feudal laws. Did you ever
stop on a prominent corner arrd watch
the surging crowcls, well-dressed idlers,
the'busses, street cars, carriages? Did
you ever ask yourself how all these people live ? They produce nothing to eat,
wear or drink, nor do they build houses.
What do they do for the distant fanner
for the meat, bread, wool, cotton, etc.,
they consume? What do they do for
the working man who render these
ready for their consumption? Of what
use to humanity is all the whirl and
bustle, the rushing to and fro? If an
American stood in St. Petersburg and
saw these things, he could be easily
shown that they were supported by
royal
favors, directly or indirectly,
taken from the great mass of workers,
but he cannot see that here it is just the
same. He remains blind to the deception and fraud by which these leeches
live here. He has grown up under it,
just as the dupes of Russians have, and
does not see the iniquity of it. Whenever you see men living in luxury without producing something, you ought to
know that they are eating and living on
the toil of others without returning an
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equivalent. That they pay more money
for what they get does not alter itthey do not give an equivalent for the
money.
Say, John. I mean you workingman
in the humble walks or toils of life, who
by virtue of your station are hardly entitled to the appellation of "Mr." I say,
John, are you really satisfied with your
occupation, your pay and your surroundings? fs your work of that agreeable nature that makes it a pleasur+
for you know that work is not necessarily unpleasant. For instance, I love
my work, and prefer to do it than to be
idle. Is your pay all you could wish it?
And is your home such as is conducive
to pleasure and rest? Now, don't think
I mean that I am trying to compare
your condition with no work or a fabulous income or a life in a palace with
servants, but with that condition that
the willing labor of men should entitle
them to. Do you think you are getting
all you degerve? To think requires that
you exercise your mind. The class who
employ you in mine or shop do not consider you have a mind, and by the way
you have wasted your life to produce

\
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wealth of which they got the greatest
benefit you have not given much evidence of using it. But think. If you
are not satisfied with your work, your
pay and your surroundings, if you are
not able to give your children the advantage that will be good for them, is
it not time that you Were inquiring why
you are so situated? If working for
other people or corporations has afforded you only a mean existence, is it noi
time to work for yourself awhile? And
as you have no capital, and as your
class has none, why not by a united vote
use your government which has control of all property of all people to furnish you employment and give each of .
you all the value of your labor, deducting nothing for capital, dividends, inteiest, lawyers', lobbies, bonds and
thousands of leaks that now turn yourproducts into the hands of those who.
do no needed function in production?
Then you will be your own capitalist,
your own employer, your own employe.
Suppose that the coal in Pennsylvania
were mined in this way and transported'
in the same manner. The miners get
75 cents a ton and the railroad em--
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ployes get 25 cents a ton. It is sold for
$4.50. If the government did this business and sold the coal at $4.50 the
miners would get $3.00 a ton for mining: and the railroad men would get six
times their present wages. This will
apply to every shop and factory in the
land. If you will think, John, and get
your fellow workingmen to think, you
can live better and have better conditions for your children. True, under
this systern there could be no millionaires, but I think you could get on well
enough without them. Think, John,
think !
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WORK, WAGES AND SLAVERY.
A BIT O, SLA\IERY.

If the slave master had no right to
live in comfort and pleasure off the
profit derived from the labor of his
black slaves, then on the same logic the
master today has no right to live by
profit off the labor of white and black
wage-slaves. The present system is
better for the masters and worse for
the workers. I could today get thousands of workers if I would furnish
them a cabin, food and clothes. I
wouldn't have to buy them. They
would come and fight and even kill each
other to work on terms like the black
slaves were released from. The white
races are taught they are free. They
believe the lie, and go about in hunger,
misery and woe, believing they are free.
They are thankful to work for enough
to keep from starving, and give the employer all the balance. The slaves were
better fed than the average white laborer, and were not worked so hardor at such dangerous vocations. They
were too valuable ! White.men are not
so valuable. They cost nothing and the
fact, they are
supply is unlimited-in
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pests like grasshoppers that swarm
about places where capitalists permit
slaves to work for their food until they
overrun the places and have to be kept
out by high fences and guards at the
gate ! To such a woeful condition have
the working people been reduced by
wage-slavery, by "freedom of conttact," which is free for the boss, but
not the worker. All the poor dupes are
afraid of socialism ! Afraid to read it !
They still take advice from their bosses
as to what they ought to read. When
one human being makes a profit off another that is slavery. We have slavery
today in its most degraded and last
form-so horrible that the slaves commit suicide to escapeits horrors, a thing
chattel slaves never did. Socialism
would abolish slavery and give to each
all he produced. That is why capitalists oppose it.
THn employer is the task master. He
must get all he can out of his wageslaves, just as did the chattel slavemaster. The employes have no interest in the character or product of their
labor, any more than the plantation
slave. It matters not to him what the
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profit or losses. If the lossesshut down
the shops, then the money that kept up
that business is spent by the people in
some other channel that will employ
about the same number. No one is employed to produce goods that people
have no money to buy, and the people
spend all the money they get. The poor
slaves are happy if they can find a master-feel they are lucky and never once
suspect the cheat being played on them
in the name of freedom. Employers
crush each other out just as hungry,
idle workmen competing for a job crush
each other.
EVER PRESENT BUT INVISIBLE

SLAVES.

When I buy, or want to buy, a house
or farm or any other property that I
do not want to occupy or use personally, it would seem that it was these
that I wanted, but a little analysis will
show that such is not the case. Let us
suppose that I expect that the property
will pay a net income of $30 a month,
for if there were nothing in it I should
not want to buy it, unless to personally
use it. Now what I really buy is not
the house, but a human slave represented by its income, a slave capable of
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producing a dollar's worth of service a
day and who boards and keeps himself
and requires no attention. The great
advantage of such a slave is that he or
she is ever present, but not visible. My
house may be in Colorado, its occupants
may know nothing of my existence, yet
this slave will serve the railroad company to carry me to New York, will
sbrve the street car monopoly to catry
me to the city, will then serve the
theater to pay for my box, serves the
hotel man to pay for my bill, serves the
merchant to pay for my purchases, and
thus pays all my bills, according to the
number of such slaves I can buy. It is
the invisible but ever-present slave that
I buy when I buy the house, bonds or
other income property. This system of
slavery is much better than the other,
as the poor slaves are totally unconscious of their slavery and never see
their real master. In the old crude
form of personal slavery you could have
only service as the limited skill of your
particular slave could render, but this
system of slavery will instantly transform itself into any skill or any place
at your wish. And these slaves never

150

LIIAVES

protest, but esteem it a great favor to
serve you, because they do not see the
cheat. It is this phase of property that
gives it the value it has, and without
which the finest unoccupied lands in the
United States would have no more value
than they have in Central Africa. Another feature of this slavery is that
these invisible slaves will furnish you
the money to buy more houses or prinL
ing presses or bonds so you can buy
more slaves. In other words, they furnish the means to buy themselves and
their children into helpless servitude.
They furnish the means to hire themselves to act as soldiers and officers to
compel
obedienceto this form of
slavery. Thesq invisible slaves built the
palaces for the rich and occupy the
hovels and consider themselves lucky to
be permitted to serve their masters
whom they never see. It is because of
this covered up character of the present slavery that it is so hard to dislodge, for few of either of the masters
or men realize its true character, else it
would not be tolerated for a month.
This system will last qntil the majority
realize that service for service, time for
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time, is the only just method of human
association.
DunrNc the anti-slavery agitation,
the defenders of the "peculiar" institution went through the mails and took
out and destroyed all copies of Lloyd
Garrison's paper, "The Liberator," they
could flnd. The Georgia legislature offered a reward of $5,000 for his capture and demanded of the state of
Massachusettsthat
the incendiary
paper be suppressed and the editor arrested with or without law. This is
what men did to maintain one form of
property-that
in chattel slaves. But
their system was wrong because it had
ill for its effects, and it was doomed as
soon as it could be brought to the at-{)
tention of men. The present system of
private ownership is wrong for the very
same reason, its effects are destructive,
and it, too, is doomed. Its upholders
will do even viler things than did the
owners of chattel slavery-but it will
not perpetuate the villainy of private
ownership that really means the ownership of men and women today more effdctually than was the ownership of
the bodies of the black slaves. It is one
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of the most interesting things in the
history of the country, this struggle of
'Garrison to print a paper and by tongue
and pen arouse the nation to the enormity of the custom. Socialism today is
gaining adherents faster than did the
anti-slavery movement. Its victory is
as sure as the stars in their courses.
Otg6,nize, organize, ot ganize.
. . THp laborers of this nation, and all
other nations, in this century and all
other centuries, feed themselves and the
rich, clothe themselves and the rich,
rhouse themselves and the rich, and furnish all the servants and luxury and
finery for the rich. They are too ignorant to make laws that will enable
them to retain their wealth and enjoy
it themselves. They fall as easy dupes
to the schemer today as do the savage
of Africa who trades his ivory for glass
beads. By those who live off their toil,
in state and church and trade, they have
been trained as mere serfs that they
are, and tickled by being told they are
free men, while they furnish more
wealth for their rhasters than any former methods of servitude of which history gives an account. They go in
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patches and rags and live in shanties or
three or four-room 'fcottages" or in
dinry halls in big buildings, and imagine they have all the rights and privileges they are entitled to Never were
more degraded slaves than the millions
of hard working people in this the closing of the XIXth century. Mental
slaves to a colossal lie.
SrxrnnN black slaves worked on a
plantation for the old master for many
years. They were born on the old plantation, as were their children; as a rule
they had plenty to eat, comfortarx'e
clothing a cabin, and they had their
days of rest, their holidays, their songs
and dances,and no care for the morrow,
or the crop, or the markets, disturbed
their rest. They had but one master,
and that master took more care of them
than anything else he owned. When
these slaves passedoff the scenesof life
they left no personal wealth, they left
no debts, no wife or children in want
or, starvation. Their master was richer
by ,what they had created above what
they,.consumed. They came with nothing and went with nothing, and their
, ;i''-
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life had existed for the pleasure of the
master,
Now take sixteen white wage slaves
and make the comparison along the
same lines and see which is the worse.
They are born everywhere; as a rule,
they do not have plenty to eat, have the
poorest of clothing and live in worse
quarters than ever slave did. Their
days of rest are only struggles to find
work, their holidays are carousals that
do not as a rule ennoble them, they
often dance for misery, but seldom for
joy, and the morrow is only a gloomy
repetition of yesterday. They have
many masters, each of them more exacting, more cruel and more careless
than was ever slaves' master. No one
cares where they live, how they live, or
if they live at all. When these wage
slaves pass off the scenes of life they
leave no personal wealth, they leave
debts, they leave wives and children in
danger of want and starvation. Their
employers are richer by what they have
created above their keeping. TheY
came into the world with nothing and
they leave it with nothing, and their
whole life has been for the sole pleasufe
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and profit of their employer. Chattel
slavery was not right, but wage slavery
is far worse.
Ir other men who own the shop or
field you work in, the house you live in,
the store you deal at, and regulate the
hours of your labor, the price of the
goods you buy and the rate of wages
you receive-and they do-please tell
me the advantages you have over your
black brother who was recently in bondage. Other men owned his field and his
house and regulated his pay. His r':raster never refused him enough to live on
and never turned him out of house and
work, to starve. And you are white
men, you the boasted, intelligent American citizens, and vote for these things !
Poor Caucasian,little wiser are you hirelings of capital than the chattel slavehe knew he was a slave and that others
received all the profit of his labor, but
you, you prejudiced biped, you cannot
see, or will not see, that a few schemers
get all the product of your labor, squander it in riotous ]iving and gaming and
leave you as poor as Sambo, afid more
hopeless. Negroes never committed suicide in their despair, but thousands of
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you annually do. And you don't know
enough to vote against the parties who
have done all this to you ! And you are
Americans.
Lrxcor,N?
I have just been re-reading the life
or Abraham Lincoln, the name revered
by the Republican party today, but the
principles of whom they detest. I am
startled at the similarity of conditions
of 1860 and today. The arrogance of
the slave-power-the power of a property class to make money out of the
labor of others-is duplicated today by
the arrogance of the property class that
lives in grander style off the labor of
others-wage slaves. Those who opposed Lincoln then fought for the privileg:eof profiting off the labor of chattel
slaves-the day is surely coming when
the same class of people will fight-or
hire ignorance to fight for them-for
the privilege of profiting off the wage
slaves, who have been more profitable
than ever were chattel slaves. Chattel
slavery debauched the nation-its
congress, courts and presidents. Wage
slavery has done more-it
has debauched everything.
Great corpora-
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tions buy and sell congress as so many
slaves. They have usurped the government. They levy their tax or toll on
the people at pleasure. They defy the
constitution, courts or any other powert
They maintain forts and standinE
armies (private) and tax the people by
adding to the price of goods to pay the
expenses. They loot the treasury by a
three-card monte bond issue. They
rake in millions by rotten armor plate
contracts. They debauch every legislature to elect to the United States Senate
members of their corporationg They
feast and fete while the pedple aro
starving. The slave power was never
so strongly intrenched because it was
in one section only. Wage slave owners
are intrenched wherever one man must
make a slave of himself to another or
starve. As the South was used by Johnson to scatter the navy, possess the
nrscnals and organize to hold their section, so the money power is behind the
lruilding of a navy that is second to
nonc, increasesof the armories and war
mrrnilions, and are preparing to hold
thc wholc country should the people
awtkc nn<l vote against them. Their
nctions cun have no other interpreta-
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tions. We need no great navy nor atmy,
unless we are unjust to other nations or
our own people. The great standing
armies of Europe are to keep the people
in subjection to the tyranny of titled
robbers, under pretext of being used
against a foreign foe. No such excuse
is valid here and no excuseis ever given.
Millions are annually taxed from our
people, already groaning in debt, to
military preparations. The rich don't
care-they can reduce wages to pay the
taxes. Will the millions who hold the
power open their eyes to plain facts
and ceaseto vote for their own enslavement? Will another Lincoln rise up to
lead the people to the abolition of wage
slavery? I think the time will produce
the man.
KlNGs, potentates and tyrants, under
one pretext or another, have ruled the
working people of the world from time
immemorial. To live a life of sensual
pleasure and riotpus debauchery they
have taken advantage of all the ignorance and superstition of the people, sent
among them a set of false religious and
political teachers, and thus inculcated
the "divine idea" of kings, even while
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their hands were red with human blood.
As children can.be taught to believe any
absurd story, so the grown-up children
have been taught to believe absurd theories, that enable the kings and their
supporters to live off the people. These
kings, these wholesale murderers, surrounded themselves with palaces, Iands,
servants and luxuries, and so do the
untitled kings of American millionaires
today. There is not a whit difference.
The men in the field, shop and mine
slave day after day, as did their fathers
for thousands of years, to enable an
Astor, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, Oleveland and thousands of lesser likes, to
live as no king ever did. The working
people today are so many slaves, they
dress in clothes their useless rulers
would spurn, they live in houses their
useless rulers would not stable their
horses irr, they eat what their useless
rulers would not have enter their palaces. 'l'he American rulers tax the peoBle without the people'sconsent. They
never ask the consent of the people
when thcy raise the price of the stuff
they feed and clothe their slaves with.
It is the same old game-the same robbery of the working people.
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For the life of me f can't see how a
working man, who, while toiling and
skimping every day, sees his neighbor
always dressed up, always attended by
servants, always spending as much as
fifty or a hundred working men's wages
,and never doing any useful work-I say
I can't see how the working man can
other than regard him as ,he rqgards
the tyrants who robbed and murdered
his ancestors. How a working man can
vote the same ticket-well, he who does
'deservesto be a menial slave. He is flt
for no other sphere. He needs a master
and will always have one and will serve
him like Sambo served his. America
is today the home of more potentates
than any monarchy. Palacd rise on
every hand and the squalid huts of the
working people are huddled more thickly
like so many pig pens. These brawny
working people still listen to and believe all the well-fed, well-housed law.yers and religious ( ?) teachers tell
them. They are led by their prejudice
to the polls at every election to support
for office the men nominated by those
'"reputable" citizens who profit by this
system at the expense of their ragged
fellows. The wives of kings spurned
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the wives of working people thousands.
of years ago. Not a monopolist, not atyrant, not a briber of court, legislature
or congress, not a millionaire could
maintain his power for a month if the.
working people could see the glaring
fraud and would vote for the public
ownership of all monopolies. Every
workingman would then have an elegant home, elegant furnishings, elegant
clothing, excellent and abundarj food,
his wife and children could have the
advantages that now only the rich who
do not work have. Why, O why, working people, wiil you not vote for a
change that will benefit you and those
you love so dearly? Why will you remain dupes to these lying politicians
.iust as our forefathers were duped by
t,helying politicians and tyrants ? You'
l,hink such a condition for you is a
rlrt*lm because those in power tell you
so? Your forefathers believed the same
lic. Break away from your master's
tlrlvir:e,read "Merry Endlandr" or someol;hcr lrooks of that kind, and you will
Ire convinced. It is a fact. It is all
y(furH I'or your asking it by your ballot.
If you vote against it and a majority
vote rgrinst it, of course it cannot be
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€nacted into law becausea majority say
by their votes they do not want it. O,
laboring people, f beg you, for the sake
of your wives and babies and my wife
and babies, to read and help us bring
about such a glorious adjustment of
society. It' is simple. AII can understand if they desire to. If it is true,
you want it; if not true, a little study
will prove it. Millions all over the
world believe it, they have studied itdo you think they are all senseless
dreamers ? Read, vote and let us make
a new civilization. Let us abolish the
poverty and crime caused by private
monopoly.
THE INCOMPETENT WORKIN{P CLASS.

I am often told that the working class
have not sense enough to operate the
government. So far, the working class
have not exhibited wit enough to take
possessionof their government, but they
are actually doing all the work of government. There is not a report made by
the head of any department of the government that men on salaries do not prepare for their "superiors." The working class- wage-earning class- fill
every position of government that re-
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rluires skill and ability. The heads of
these departments from top to bottom
are filled with men elected by the working class and who, as a rule, never had
any knowledge of the duties of their
office. The incompetent get all the glory
and the highest salaries. The working
class fill the armies-except the officering of it. The working class are able to
run the government, but prefer tq be
hirelings-giving the credit to incompetents.
SnY, my brother workingman, lend
me your sun-burned ear for a moment.
You are working for some man or corporation? Yes. And they make a profit
off your labor? Yes. And they are actually gathering in millions? Yes. You
live in the poorest part of town where
rents are cheapest? Yes. And you
wour the cheapest, coarsest clothing?
Ycs. And you have coarsestfood? Yes.
Wcll, wherein was a black slave in the
South any worse off? Did not his masl,ur mrll<ea profit (but never millions)
l'rom his labor; didn't he live in the
shtnl,ics, dress in coarse clothing and
hnvtr t:txtrsefood ? But you have your
lilrrrrty? Yes, and sorry you are when
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you have it-you are walking and beg:ging for a master to let you slave for
him. Your liberty means starvation,
because your masters today own all
things you must have or Perish. But
the slaves were sold apart, father from
wife, and children from both. Yes, occasionally, but very seldom. You don't
have to leave home and wife to find a
master, do you? Your children don't
have to leave home, often a thousand
miles, to find a master to employ them,
do they? Your daughters do not have
to leave home to make a living, do they?
Whose daughters fill the houses of prostitution because they have had to leave
the home roof and mother'dloving care?
Whose sons, failing to find a master,
hunger and are forced into crime and
prison, or become drunkards? You are
a great deal better off than the slave on
old master's plantation, f don't think.
Now, my brother, another word. Do
you think the men who grow rich off
your labor are going to instruct you
how to g:etout of your present bondage?
Did you ever hear of a slave owner telling his slaves how to get away from
him? Yes, there is a way to work without being employed for the profit of any
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man or corporation: Public ownership
of the means of production and distribution. In a simpler form-public ownership of all monopolies. Do you know of
anybody making a profit off the labor of
the letter carriers? Not a bit. Do a
little reading: on socialism, brother, and
you will discover something of more
value to you than all the wages ever paid
to you in your life. You need ngw and
better ideas, before you will ha$e new
and better conditions of life.
Ir is not often that the printer yells
l'or "copy" at me, but the weather tht
past week has almost prostrated me.
And that, too, under the most favorable
conditions. What do the poor fellows
suffer out in the broiling sun, heavy
with exercise? "Oh,.they are used to
il;," I hear an apologist for the present
tnlrchy reply. Yes, and so were the
<'htttel slaves used to it. But that did
rrot,make it right. I notice it is far more
lrlutsant on the shady side of the street
wnt<:hing the slaves in the gas main
l,rcnr:hesthan getting: down there and
ltkins part of the load. This system is
oll right-so long as enough men can be
Iurrl l,o do the dirty, hard work, while
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us uselessfellows take the easy, genteel,
better-paid jobs. But what if these
white slaves should become wiser than
the black slaves? Suppose they should
actually begin to compare their pay and
labor with the pay and labor of us who
take the world easy? . Suppose they
should actually decline to do the dirty,
hard work unless they got the most pay?
You would probably call out the militia
to shoot them for insurrection, just as
the slave owners of forty years ago
would have done. But if there is to be
any difference in the pay of labor, it
should certainly be in favor of the hardest or most essenlal labor. We could
get along without nine-tenths of the
merchants, lawyers and bankers, but we
could not g:et along without the people
who build our houses,make our clothing
or produce our food. The last are essentials without which there could be no
civilization. The workers are many and
the drones are few, but the drones get
the workers to vote the ticket they put
up and divide them over some sham
fight, and as a result we have nine working men, baking in the hot sun producing wealth and living from hand-tomouth, and one man who don't do a.use-
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ful act, getting the cream of what the
nine produce. But the nine are used to
it, you know, like the slaves, and don't
seehow a working man is entitled to live
comfortably !

My brother, you with callouscrlhnnrls,
who labor late and early whcncvr.rrlllfate does not deprive you oli pltco, in
it becauseyou do not do your lrrlrt itr
the creation of the fabulaus wctlLh of
the United States that you are lloor'/
Have you been indulging in palaccs tlnrl
banquets and servants and travul t,htl,
you now have to struggle for a livirrg'/
You have always done what th<lsc in
authority over you directed, eh? Anrl
still poor? Why are you poor if you
have helped produce the surplus wctll,lr
above what has been consumcrl by
society? How comesit that othcrs owtr
the houses,lands, railroads, food, t:lot;lring-everything? Have the othcrs lrcotr
rloing so much more work every <klytrrrl
living on so much less than you l,lrrrt
lhev have saved all the billions? Or,
irre you not in about the same rcltl,lon
Io vour work and your emplo.ycrnl,ltrrl,
Stmbo and Dinah were on Sotrl,lrortt
plantations-the more they workod tho
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richer master got? Do you think it
was right for the master to take the
entire proceeds of the slaves' labor and
spend it on himself, leaving them only
enough for food and shelter? Of course
you don't. The starry banner must
float over no slaves. But how much
more than these slaves do you get? Are
you as certain food will always be for
your family ? Are you as sure that a
house will always be above their heads?
Are your employers as interested in
your health, sending physicians and
nurses in your sickness? Not by a
blanked sight, my bamboozled friend.
Your condition is worse than a chattel
slave, but you do not realize it. All
your labor goes to make more millionaires, build more elegant palaces than
ever master knew, spread more costly
banquets than ever missus presided
over, buy more elaborate toilets than
ever adorned a Southern beauty, and
of late is used to buy titles of reprobate
families of Europe. This will be your
fate so long as the social structure is
based on private ownership of property
used in production-so long as you get
your political ideas from men on friendly terms with our great people-so long
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as you depend on anybody for knowledge you should learn for yourself as
you did the multiplication table. Read
the books on political economy that your
masters do not want Eou to read. The
truth will make you free-a condition
you do not even know of.
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TRUTHS IN PARABLES.
I KNEW a company of men owning a
very fine estate and on this estate was
great wealth in all the things necessary
to wealthy owners. These men employed
a number of servants at an agreed wage
to do the necessary work to maintain
the estate and gradually improve it, for
the owners were liberal and progressive
and desired to leave as a heritage to
their heirs an estate even better thari
their neighbor's. Well, these servants
drew their pay, took possession,made
all the regulations concerning the estate, increased their pay, squandered
the resources of their trust, built themselves fine mansions and mortgaged the
farm to pay for them, gave great balls
and "Mondays," reduced the owners to
beggary and hired them to be servants
of the servants. You will say this is
all nonsense and twaddle, and such it
sounds like. You will say no men with
sense enough to own an estate would
do any such a thing. Very well. But
if you will put the people in this nation
as the estate owners which they are, and
the various bodies of law makers and
judges and officers as servants, for
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which they were hired, you will see who
is foolish and where the twaddle
comes in.
Owcp upon a time one hundred men
went into business, in which each had
one vote in the management. There
was much hard work and a few places
the duties of which were light-the
hours short and the places of work
pleasant. When the places were assigned, each filling the one he was best
fitted for, the matter of pay came up.
It was voted by an "overwhelming majority" that the ninety-five places of
hard and dangerous character should
work ten hours a day and get $1.00
each, while the easy, pleasant places
should work but eight hours a day and
get $5.00 a day. Do you not think they
were wise to make such rules ? That
shows how unselfish the majority was
to vote on themselves the hard work at
low_pay and the light work at big pay
to the few. Did you ever hear of a
country where such things are done?
And yet some people insist that the
human family is selfish.
A REFLECTION OF SELF.

A man rode a donkey on a very long
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and rough journey. Feed and water
were scanty and care for his donkey_
ship was the least thought of the master. Finally the back of the beast became sore and he complained of the
load and insisted that ilre rider should
get off and walk. . To this the rider
objected, but says ,,I will institute a
reform that will easeyou; I will increase
the tariff and establish civil service.',
And he nudged back a litile off'the sore
and the donkey, feeling somewhat easier
becausethe pressure had been removed
from the sore spot, went on with little
complaint. Finally a gall sore was
raised on the new point of pressure and
the donkey said, "Now I am tired of
t!iq. an! I want you to get of and stay
off." But the rider replied, ,,f cannoi
4o tl1is, but I tell you what I will do;
I will institute a new reform that will
give you relief ; I will revise the tariff."
And he nudged forward a litfle. And

be just as good as getting off his back.
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That donkey is the working mule. He
has been carrying his masters through
all the ages of the past, eating thistles
and having his back worn in sores, first
fore, then aft, and yet he listens to the
oily tongues of the masters who possess
all his labor has created. The donkey
is a familiar object everywhere. You
can see him wherever you look, his stupid face, his ragged clothes, his lean,
lank, hungry eyes peering out from a
shabby head covering, his miserable
stable that answers him for a home.
Have you not seen him? He has the
strength to knock off those who ride
him, but his mind is hypnotized, and he
believes, no matter what country he
calls his home, that he is one of the
freest mortals and that his country is
the grandest on earth. Poor donkey.
Sps this picture: On a broad landscape,with the road bordered here with
meadow, there with woodland, we see
a team drawing a heavily loaded sled.
IL is summer and nature smiles in glee.
ilrt ttt" driver is urging his team with
profanity and the lash to greater speed.
It is fruitless. We hail the driver. We
explain to him as best we can how he
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may pass a timber crosswise under the
sled and fit a "wheel" on each end, by
which means his team may pull a heavier load with more ease and speed. A
curl of his lip shows the disdain. "See
here," says he, "I have heard of you
people before. There are several more
etazy men like you around here. My
father and grandfather useid this sled
and it's good enough for me. I am
afraid of your new-fangled notions.
You may be all right in theory, but it
won't work out in practice." And he
drives on, muttering something about
fool cranks.
Reader,is the picture familiar? Have
you ever met any animals like the driver
who knorvs more about the political system we want to bring in than you who
have been studying it ? Who prefers
the poverty, hunger and dirt of his
fathers, than the luxuries and elevation
of juster methods? Who undertakes to
talk learnedly on a subject on which he
is as ignorant as a donkey? Who sets
up his "experience" of a few years in
a narrow round of drudgery against
the accumulatedwisdom of ages? But
be not discouraged. The elevation of
man from the ignorance, superstition
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and brutality of the bygone centuries
has been slow, tedious and against his
will. He is the typical school boy who
does not want to learn.
Bn kind, forbearing, but persistent,
and we will elevate him in spite of himself.
ANn I saw several monkeys with clubs
in their hands, and they strutted about
the forest which was filled with other
monkeys gathering cocoanuts, and they
beat these other monkeys when they
caught them eating any of the nuts thel'
gathered. And there was one pornpous
monkey who came and inspected the pile
of nuts they gathered, of whom the monkeys with clubs appeared to be in mortal
fear, for they crawled up to him like
whipped dogs, though either of the club
monkeys could have thrashed the life
out of him, monkey fashion, and the nut
monkeys maintained silence during the
-pompous monkey's presence, and gathered nuts faster and handled them with
grgater care. At night the nut gatherind monkeys went away and they were
given ope-tenth of the nuts they had
gathered, and a new set of monkeys with
clubs relieved the ones on duty. They
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were to guard the nuts from the nut
gathering monkeys. And there came
another troop of monkeys and they gathered up the nuts and carried them to the
tree of the pompous monkey. And I noticed that the monkeys with clubs took
with them about three times as many
nuts as the nut gathering monkeys had
given them. But what puzzled me most
was why the nut gathering monkeys,
who outnumbered the ones with clubs
ten to one, should be in such mortal fear
of them, and why the monkeys rvith
clubs were so abject before the one
pompous monkey, who did not even have
a club to defend himself. All these
things seemed so ridiculous, and t
thought that the monkeys had a new
game to amuse themselvesinstead of the
one of mimicry. So I went to the tree
where the nut gathering monkeys were,
and I found them bare and the little ones
crying for something to eat and the old
ones dividing the scanty nuts among
them and not taking enough themselves.
Then I hunted the tree of the pompous
monkey. It was a glorious tree loaded
with nuts, and all about were piles aird
piles of nuts, and around u/ere many
other lesser but pretty trees, in whtch I
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noticed the monkeys who carried the
clubs, and they also had plenty of nuts,
but not great surplus. And I began to
think: Here is evidencethat man is descendedfrom the monkey, for man does
just this way in every land uirder the
sun. He gathers the wealth of the
world, it is guarded by foremen, police,
militia, army and navy to see that he
gets only the smallest share that he can
live on, and he garners the results of
his toil and g:enius into the bin of the
few idlers and heaps up wealth for them
to squander and lavish on their servants
and soldiers, and starves amid the
plenty he has created, shivers amid the
palaces he has erected, and goes ragged
amid the beautiful clothing he has fashioned. This is not a dream; it is a literal fact as to man, but a fiction as to
the monkeys, for anyone knows that
monkeys have too much senseto gather
nuts for any other monkey to munch.
Yes, we are civilized ! Man is a great
animal - the aDex of wisdom ! He
sfrots his brother workers becausethey
will not take a less share of the nuts
This
they gather for their share!
reverie came to me as I read the accounts of the Brooklyn street car strike
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and I wondered when civilized man
would have the intelligence of the tribes
of the trees of the tropics.
Wrlr,rau MoRRrs,the celebrated English philosopher, artist and poet, wrote
a fable, which I shall Americanize for
your benefit: About Christmas time
the poultry of a certain country held a
great convention for the good of the
race, at which it was resolved that the
most important subject to poultry was

l
,t
I

"wITH WHAT sAU'cETHEY sHouLD BE
EATEN." Many prominent members of
the meeting aired their various views
on the subject. There was a large following that adhered to tariff for protection sauce; others contended that free
trade sauce was the thing; others for
Iabor union sauce; others, single tax
sauce; others for public ownership of
railroad sauce; others for paper money
sauce; others for imperial sauce; others
for anti-trust sauce. When they had
worried over these until the boldest
rooster had grown hoarse and the hens
had ceased to cackle, a battered old
barnyard cock got the floor, and, much
to the surprise and disgust of the vast

LIDAVDS

OF

LII'E

179

assembly, declared that he did not want
to be eaten at all ! He was immediately
set upon by the poultry working class
and turned over to the police, with execrations for being a socialist, anarchist,
disturber of the peace and general nuisance. The assembly then ordered that
their resolutions be engrossed and sent
to the head poulterer. Can You draw
the moral ?
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PRIVATE OWNERSHIP AND
THE TRUSTS.
IN ye olden time when the king was
the law and the state, he often granted
some truckling knave, for furnishing
him some illicit pleasure, a monopoly of
selling all the salt, or fish, or other articles, in this place or that, that the'truckling might pay himself out of the hides
of the people. That, we are told, was
tyranny that no intelligent people would
stand, even if it took the last drop of
their blood, blood, blood, to wipe out.
We do not do such things in these enlightened days, not us ! We do not permit one man or set of men to control
our oil, or sugar, or meat, or other necessaries! Not a bit of it. We are a free
people, and every one is free to do as he
likes so long as he infringes not the

i
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much. It absolutely controls more than
that at the present time and sees in the
future the certainty that it will control
all of it in a few years. This is a mat-
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ter of law as much as the king's fiat.
Not a law of commission, but of omission. When the nation refused to go
into the oil business it left the field for
him who could conquer, and, of coutse,
the conqueror turned up. Oil would be
selling at not more than two cents per
gallon at every hamlet in the land had
it been conducted by the people for the
people. The effect is iust the same as if
the government by law had granted the
Standard Oil Company the exclusive
right to sell the people oil. The tyranny
is just as great. While the people would
not have stood the granting of the special privilege by law, they will suffer the
evils that would have flown from that
method when it is done under a different
form. Whenever any people accept the
divine right of kings, whether they
chooseone or not, they may rest assured
that someone will fight his way to the
.top and rule over them, killing perhaps
rllllions in the struggle. It is just so in
industry. When the people leave the
prize to him who can reach it, someone,
sooner or later, will monopolize the ne'cessities and rule over the people with
an iron hand. Tyranny has always been
industrial-never can be anything else.

\
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It is the products of the industry of the
people the master are after. Titles are
only the gold lace trimmings to the coat
of industrial mail.
THROUGH YOUR MUDDY BRAIN.

Let me illustrate a problem in economics: Supposethe citizens of a community should desire to have waterworks to supply the needs of the people.
They would have to pay the cost of such
service, whether private enterprise did
it or whether they did it publicly.
Suppose,now, that instead of having
one large plant sufficiently great to meet
that supply, regardless of how owned,
they should build ten or trventy or fifty
little plants, which combined would give
the desired services. Which would be
the reasonable way?
You can readily see that if a number
of small capitalists owned these small
plants that they could not operate them
with the same economy as one large
plant. The same conditions, of course,
would be attached to the plants if owned
by the public.
What I want to get you to see is that
many little plants would be a very
wasteful method, regardless of how

owned, to supply the products they
want, and that the citizens, somehow
and somewhere, would have to pay the
necessarily added cost. This proposition is so plain that you will likely laugh
at me for trying to get you to see some-'
thing that everybody can see. But your
vision is not so clear when I substitute
the word "food" for water. For you
insist that the more stores, the more
competition you have, the cheaper you
get goods, and you refuse to see that
all the rents, taxes, heats, lights, interests, advertising:, bad debts, delivery
wagons, idle time of clerks waiting for
customers, are expenses that many
stores must put upon you in increased
price of goods, just as certainly as you
would have to pay these things or forty
water corporations, as you now have
stores to supply you with practically
the same thing; and just as you would
be at the mercy of one water company
\ if it were owned by individual interests,
- so you would be at the mercy of one
store if it were owned by a large corporation.
, Bur if you owned the waterworks collectively, you would get the lowest pos-
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sible cost of one plant, as you would get
your goods in one store if the public
owned that store, just as it now owns
the postoffice. There is no more sense'
reason or logic in having: from a dozen
'to a thousand stores in a place than
there would be in having from a dozen
to a thousand postoffices or water plants.
Can't you get that through Your
noggin?

ones, because they would then be useless. The machinery of a great factory
or a railroad is only useful when all its
parts are working together. The property therefore cannot be divided up
among the people. If it is left with
those in control the oppression will continue. There will be only one thing to
do. The corporations will have to be
made public property.

THE HOWOF IT.
How will socialism be established?
By the necessities of the people. This
means that the corporations will go on
monopolizing, concentrating, lowering
wages, increasing prices of goodS,
throwing so many thousands out of employment by reason of better methods
of production and distribution, that the
people CANNOT stand the pressure.
They will see the oppression from great
aggregations of wealth and will in time
get desperate. When they take the notion to change things, which they will,
they will discover that they need these
great organized industries to supply the
needs of the people; they will further
discover these great industries cannot
be divided up into thousands of little

Atttoxc the hundreds of letters that
come to me weekly I notice that not a
small number believe that what is
termed the middle class are the dependence for any reform.
I differ with
these. There will be and are men of
some means who are earnest reformers,
but as a class those who have a little
property believe they will escape the
clutches of the monopolies and that
their children will be all right if they
can only leave them a little money and
an education. The people are not amenable to any logic so long as these ideas
control them. They are living in the
past and do not see that the industrial
conditions have undergone a revolution
in the last forty years. There will be
no change until this class is wiped out

I
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by concentrated capital. This will be
virtually completed in the next five to
ten years. When they are reduced to
the level of the millions of hopelesstenants and vagabonds they will be forced
to see the idiocy of their conclusions.
Of this class the most stupid is the small
retailer. Inside the next two years, this
class will begin to see its fate. The new
factor of combining one store of each
line into a magnificent department store
in towns of two thousand and up will
rapidly driven them out of business.
These stores co-operating will occupy
the field and destroy not only the other
stores in their own town, but will destroy the stores in smaller towns adjacent. When a chain of these stores are
established they will come in the market by millions of dollars at a time and
will be stronger than even the great department stores of the big cities. The
bankrupted middle class will soon bring
a change, but so long as they are the
middle class they will oppose any
ehange.
DIFFERENCE IN NAMES.

A reader wants to know the difference between the terms Corporation,

t
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Combine, Trust and Syndicate. As I
understand it, a Corporation is a legal
entity composedof members to carry on
some business. A Combine is where
two or more corporations or men make
an agreement on what prices they will
pay for labor or material and at what
price each will sell its productions,
while maintaining separate ownership
and control their various plants. A
Trust is where corporations or individuals put their properties into the
hands of trustees to be managed for
the benefit of all concerned for some
given time or benefit, but the title to
the properties are not wholly alienated
from the original owners. \A Syndicate is a corporation organized for
the purpose of buying all the plants
from the original owners and operating
them for the benefit of the stockholders
of the syndicate, who may or may not
be the same as the former owners of
the various plants absorbed. In effect,
all these differ in degrees of the same
thing-there being a difference in form
but not in the object of the association.
In a legal sense,a syndicate is a corporation, while a combine and a trust are
not. A syndicate is legal, being simply
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a gigantic corporation or company, but
the courts have decided that trusts and
combines are illegal. Syndicate ownership will supersedeall other'forms of
ownership because it offers complete
power over production and employment
and profits are merely a matter of expediency, at the whim of the board of trustees, who can raise and lower the price
of their productions at will.
Tnr world moves and human progress is not to pay tribute to monopoly or
stop and don't you forget it. The people must now master these monsters or
be mastered by them. By no use of
money shall one man or corporation
draw from the producers a part of the
product of their toil. We understand
well enough that the abolition of chattel slavery was mere childfs play to the
task before us, but never were men imbued with the holy fire of justice as they
are today. When the people will a
thing, that thing is done.
Clptrl'r,rsu is not wholly bad. While
it is crushing the people into direct poverty and crime, it is at the same time
teaching the lesson that goods can be
made and distributed under the system
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ol' lurgest production with the least
nrnorrnt of labor, and that the greater
The
t,lrc Jrlant the more economical.
lrrroplc would never have consented to
;rttlrlic nronopoly had the trust not demotrsl,rrrl,crlil,s beneflts, but they will in
l,lrc I'rrl,rrrc l,ake over these monopolies
Irrl ,o l l rci r ow n hands and operate them
lirr' I,lrr, 11oorlof' all, instead of for the
l rl rrl l l l , ol ' n l i rw , as i s now bei ng done.
l rr l l rr, rl r,vt,l ol rrncntof soci ety, capi tal l rrrrr w i l l l rrrvr. pl i rycd i ts part for good
nfr w trl l rrs I' ot'cvi l .
l ,l rrrrrrgument that the
111r,1,1,
l ' otr rrl ' l1,11
gt' r' trl I' or' l l l t(ru ,rt' (, rl i sl .ri l rut,cdand the
gt' r,trl l l t' trrnnrtrl cot' l tot' rrl ,i < l ns
l rreak up,
l i l rrl l l rr,t' rrl ' orr'l l , i rr l i rol i sl r l ,o gct nervrtrs l rl ruul , Il rr, r' ol tcr,rrl t' rrl ,i otr
ol ' w cal th.
' l ' l rl n In u,l rttl , l l tl t' l cl r l ,(,opl o t,cl l thci r
rl ttgl ,n l l hrrrrl rl l rr,trr I' t' orn Ll ri nl ti ng. Let
ur l ool i rrl l l i trrrl rr rrri rrrrl r,. A mi l l i onItl t' p rl l l n trrrrl l ri r l rorrs srl ttrrtrrl cr l ,he
+ ral l l r' , \\' l ro gr,l rr i l , l l rr,w ot' l i i ttg peoIrl s' ,' N ol trrttl l r. A l l l l rr, l rottscs i tnd
prrsr i trl ,o l ,hc l r:rnds
l nrrrl rrrrtrrl l ' rrr' l rrt' l r,x
l l f. t' l r' l rrrt'trrl n. l ' (x)t' l l t(,l t or srnrtl l propet' l l prl ;r' rrl rl r' ncvl l ' gr,l , l ,l rctrr. W hat the
, rtrc trrti cl es
rri tta ttettnl l y rrrl tttrttrl r,t' i lorr
ntul tet' r' l n' Il rrrl ,orrl y Il rc l i cl r < l pcrator s
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can furnish. A great commercial house
fails. Do you find the assets in the
hands of the masses, from whom theY
have been gathered during years gone
by? Not a bit of it. TheY have gone
to banks or other great commercial
houses,and in either caseit means a few
wealth holders are richer, and there i's
one less of them. This process is going
on rapidly and is going to continue so
long as the present system lasts and the
time is not far distant when all the
property will pass to a few families, as
it did in Rome, and we shall have a nation of menials who can onlY work or
eat at the pleasure or whim of a ferv
men, who care not so much for human
happiness as they do for their dog. Let
me point to you also that our rich people
love and long for titles of nobility and
are paying millions for them. There is
not a drop of patriotic blood for a free
country in their criminal, uselessbodies.
Yes, wealth is concentrating, and when
the Belmonts, Morgans, Astors, Vanderbilts. Fields and a few hundred more
succeedin getting titles to eighteen billions of the assessedvalues of American
property all the other people will have
nothing, for that is all there is of our
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rrtt,ional wealth. A few thousand of
Lhcm now own three-fourths of all.
lrcnt:call the other people can only have
l,lrc other fourth, which is the whyness
ol' irll the poverty and oppression of the
rn;lsscs,and why it is so much more
rrrirrkednow than it was thirty years
l l !T().

lN olden times kings for pay charlr.r'r'rlpirates to rob the high seas. It is
rlilli,rcnt now. I(ings and governments
clrrrrl,crcorporations. Thesego to other
lrrrrrls,rob the peopleuntil the peoplererrr,rrlil, :rnd then the government that
lrrrsr'lr:rrLcred
thesepirates on land send
rr nir\'.yto enforce the collection of the
rrllcgc<ldamages to the aforesaid land
lririrl,us. Such is the wherefore of the
rrrrvics. After all, they are only pirate
slrips but usedto attack weaker nations,
rrrrrl l,hc robbery is done on the land.
I'rrlrlicownership would change all this.
'l'ut.:rnore I study over it, the more I
lrrlk l,o those considered "intelligent,"
llrr, rrrorcI am convincedthat no change
irr l lrr.so<:ialstructure that will give jusllcr, lo rrll will be accomplisheduntil the
lrrrsl,s :rnd monopolies shall have posxr,sscrll,hemselves
of all the properyfui
of

\
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any value-and not then, unless a socialist party shall have arisen and taught
the way. The concentration of all
wealth into the hands of a dozen men,
and the annihilation of the Roman nation, did not teach the people the way
to reconstruct society so as to provide
against a recurrence of the condition,
and Rome today is either prince or
pauper. The people are anxious for a
change, oh, yes! But the change they
want is one that will prevent the big
monopolies from getting so much, but
not at all interfere with the small fellows doing business for "profit." They
cannot conceive of business being done
unless a "profit" is made, and until they
are firmly convinced that they can never
get a change to make profits, they will
not be willing to advocate the public
ownership of the means of production
and distribution. AII the woes of all the
people of all nations flow from the one
cause: private ownership of what should
be publicly owned.
THe debts of any people is the sum
of all capital used by labor, the owner
of which capital gets, or expects, an income from the mere fact of owning it.
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Arrrl l'urlher, the debt may not be capilrrl rrl,illl-may not representany investnrcrrl,---:rs,for instance, the so-called
crrgril,irl
of' w:rteredstocks or bonds. A
rrrilroirrl rnitv have actually consumed
in wages to the men who
$1,(XX),(XX)
lrrrill il, rrrrrlt,hatsum is a debt on which
I lllr, pr,olrlr':rl'(!l'c(luiredto pay interest
rrr rnrrr'lrrrs il' it were a public bond.
Arrrl il' llrc owrtrrrsissue five million of
lrurrrLr
rurrl'xtor,ks
on that road, then the
llt,r' rrrillt()ltstu'o :r <lelrton which the
lrrrlrlir.rnrrrrlprrv. lt, is none the less a
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rl 1' l 1l111' 1,1111;rr,
Il rr, Ir' i rtr.i p:rl< :annotbe col l er' l r,rlrrl nrrr, I i rrrr. i l , i s r.ol l cctedi n the
l l ' nt, l l ' i trl r,t' r,rrll rrtl rrct' r,r'r,i rttcel ed.or
l e I' sl l rr,r'rr rl r,l rl l rr l rcr' 1rr,l
ui l t' , :rs i s the
rl * ' l rl ol ' l ,l ttpl trtrl l o l l rr, l Lrl l rst:l ri l tl s-a
l l rrn trrrrrl r,,l l rr' l rr' l trr,i l rrrlol ' rvl ri r.l r w as
ttl l l o l l l l rrl rl l o l l t,, l orrrl ' r' s. l i rrl , i l ;
tl ' nc, l ul l l n, rr rl r,l rl rrr,\' r,r' l l rr,l t,ss.A s
f,trnl l v rrl l l rrl l rs' 1,111,
1' 1,111
rrrrrl grrol i l rnrrsl,
l l p ;ri rl rl l tt Il rr' t' r,rrl l l rrol ' l rrl ror' ,i l Il rcrcfl rl ' rr l ' ol l otl rr Il rrrl orrl v Il rosr. rvl ro l i rl ror'
1l l ' l rl ttr' l l vr' l Yl rrtr rrrrrlrl o l rtty l ,l rr.rrtrnttal
i l l l l l l l l l rtr' l rtrl I' ol ' l ttl l t' r,rtl , t' r,ttl . tttt< l
l tttrrl l l , l rr ;rt' rrolol
' ' rvl rl cl r w r, ,r(,('l l rr' l ,i l ,l <t
ttt pl ' rr;trrt' l ,t'l,tr rul rl l l l orr l o l l rr, rrruru:rl
l tl trtl ttr,l c, ;rttxrrl trgl rrl o l l rr, l rrrrrrl sol ' l ,hu
l l l t,rrl l l rtgrrlI r' f' n,
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I DoN'Tknow how it seemsto you, but
to me it seemsthat life is one continual
struggle and disappointment. From the
time we are forced to tackle the struggle for bread it is one desperate fight.
The lives of nearly everyone are a round
of work, sleep, eat; work, sleep, eat.
There is never a chance to enjoy lifeand as I seeit the object of life is to develop and enjoy it. When the time of
dissolution comes and the poor devils
look back over the fitful dream. their
life has been a dreary waste and all they
have been permitted to enjoy has been
about as much food, clothes and miserable shelter as a chattel slave. And all
this that a system might be maintainerl
under which the voice of greed coulcl
develop and expand. The masses of
people in this land and all other lands
are mere machines creating wealth they
are not permitted to enjoy. Like idolators, they have been trained from
childhood to believe in the things as they
are by those who happen to profit by the
condition, and they are not permitted
to see that it is wrong and degrading.
f can see no progress in a system that
debasesthe many that a few may wallow in luxury. All the ills that affect
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l,lrrrhuman family are a result of the
plr,sclrtsocial system,and can be traced
rlirtrcl,ly to the root: private property
lirr' profiL. Whenever a mind sees the
pir'l,rrrcol' l.he golden possibility of the
rrr,rvsoci:rlorrler',it ceasesto idolize the
; r t 'r , l r , t tl , t 'l t i t o s .
I'A ( I I'I.JItIS"MINEVITABLE.

Mr' . l i l rr' l i r,l ' cl l cr' si ncome i s sai d to be
gii0,(t(t()rr tLr.y. I am not blaming him
l ' or gr.l l i rrl r i l . l i i t w ere not hi m i t
tvrrul rll rr, M1' . ,l oncs or Mr. B row n. The
t' i rrl rr1' xl r,rnrni rl < csi t possi bl e for
Irrrl rrrrl
E onl .rr' nrrl o rkr l l ri s i rtrrl i t mi ght as w el l
l xr l 11rl rrl rurl ' orrr,r' l sr' . A nd the ti me
tt' l l l r' ourr,,urrrl r,r'l l rr, l l rr,scttl ;system, i n
rt,l rl r' l t ol rr! runl rvi l l gr,l .trrrttr.yl ,i mes that
nrttl l r trtrrl l l tr, ol l tr,t' l l col l l rr w i l l have
l l ttrl trrrtr' l r l r,ror. ' l ' l tr,t' r, i s otrl .v i r l i ml l rrrl rrtrtotl trl ,ol ' rvr,ttl l ,l r crcttl ,rrtland i f
rfi l o grrl n nrttl l r rrl l l l rc ol ,l tr,rs rnttst nccrrE H rl ' i l ygr,l l r,rut I' ot' w l ttrl , l ,hr,.yrl o. If
ol ' nrrl ,i orrrrlw r,trl l ,l rttmounts
l l trt l trr' r' rrrrrrrr
, w l ti r:l t i t has
rr y(,ru'
)
l r) l i ' ,' i ,l l l l l l ,l l l )l ),1)(X
R V ol ' rl g.rtlI' ot' l l tr, l rtsl , l ,r' tt y({trs, and a
nrr,ttgr,l ,tttt i l tcotrtcof as much
l ,hr)l tH A nrl
H r l 11y1' Ji cl ' srl l(ntrrl
1r1' l ,l rr,y nre getti ng
tti l rt' Fl i l trrt,l rrrxl ,l rrrl ,l l ru bi tl ance must
tl l rnl l l ' l rrrr' onrr,
l l ntrl x,t' s. ' l ' he soci al sys-
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tem is out of true, is impracticable and
impossible. It is not producing the results which the majority would like to
have, and which they expect, from their
labor. But it will go on as it is for
some years yet, and the rich men of
today will be poor in comparison with
what men will be in the next ten years,
and poverty such as the world has never
yet known will be the portion of the
masses. Then, and not until then, wil
they open their eyes to the very plair
fact that they have been deceived about
the character of private property, and
they will make short work of it. When
the change comes it can only produce
public property-socialism-for
there
,

When the uprising comes, whether in
legal order or fierce conflict, the property will be made public and inalienable.
for the great industries operated for
private profit cannot be left in the hands
of the present owners, against whom
the struggle has been made, for that
would only be permitting the same con-
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rlil,ions that had oppressedthe people.
ll, would be no change at all. Nor can
l,hu victors divide the property among
I,hcrnsclves,
as they did the church propr,rly in firance at one time. That would
lrc possiblein land, but it is not possilrlc with the great industries, which
corrlrl not be operated except co-operrrl,ivcl.y. No satisfactory division there
worrld he possible. It could be made
lrrrlrlit: property or left in the same
hntrrlsthat had oppressed. This is the
corrrlit,ionthat is being hurried along
lrr,r'rrrrsc
Mr. Rockefelleris drawing $50,(l(10t day and thousands of others less,
l,lrorrtrh
still vast sums, in the sametime.
Arrrl the faster they draw and the more
l,lrc.ydraw, the quicker will come the
lirnu when the masseswill wake up to
l,lrr,rrur:essity
of doing something. They
rrrighl,learn it sooner and bring it in
pr,rrcrr
:rnd plenty by studying the matl,r'r' instcad of being forced by starvaI lorr l,o see it, but they still prefer to
glvr, l,hcir confidenceinto the keeping
ol' llrc politicians who serve the richest
lnrr$l,r,r's,
tnd these politicians are either
lgrrorrrrrl,
or knaves, or both. Hence we
Irrrgcprcscnt conditionswith one useless
trrcmlrcr of society drawing $50,000 a
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day while industrious men and women
are forced by necessity to go in hunger,
rags and poverty and ignorance. Let
the tribe of the Rockefellers iicrease.
Let their incomes increase. Let them
reduce labor to the level of the rat-eating: Chinese. Let them lord it over the
people like the profligate kings and tyrants of old. Let them glut themselves
in greed and look with envy on the pittance received by their industrial hirelings. Only by such conditions will the
people turn from their idols of gold and
private property. All these will hasten
the coming of the New Order which will
bring on earth peace and to men good
will. Let us rejoice that greed is so
rapidly consuming itself.
Tnp trouble with you is that things
you believe wrong are right things, and
things that you believe right are wrong
things. Of course, you don't believe
this, and cannot see the hurt that your
present belief does. But our ancestors
could not see the hurt believing the divine right of kings did them, nor the
hurt of worshiping idols in the varied
forms. I doubt much, in fact f am sure,
most of the people cannot see the harm
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rlorrc our ancestors by their credulityI'or il' they did they would see at once
I,lrc same credulity and the same hurt
l.orlay-changed in name, but the same
r.sscnce still. The poverty, ignorance
rrrrrl oppression of our ancestors was
rronr:the less hurtful becausethey did
rrol, lrclieve it came from supporting a
r'lrrsso[ idle, vicious people. So today,
llrr,ir posterity is supporting a class of
Inwlcss, idle, mischievous, extravagant
rrrrrl<'riminalpeoplein all the luxury and
powcr ol'kings, simply becausethey do
rrol, lrr'liuvc their ills come from that
Hrfull'c. And many who dimly connect
l,lrc wctlt,hy and non-producing class
wit,h l,hcir ills, steadily refuse to believe
l.lrrr[thc remedy is public ownership inHl,r,ntlof private ownership. This belief
llr l,lrcl,lringsas they are prevents them
l'rorrrrr,trirrgthat not riches but the privnl,rrowrrcrshipof riches is what hurts,
ltot' (,rutl,ltcyscc that present conditions
lrl'r, l,lrc rrrsult of present beliefs. In
l,lrolr rlrrlirnscor belief in private propnfl,y, Llroy imitnte their ancestors' defntun urrrl lrclitrf in the king's right to
rulo, l,o Lrrx,l,o kill. It is the ability of
fttil l,o flro t,ltcsc things in their true
lhht l,ltnl t.ho worlrl has termed philos-
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ophy. Truth is simple, but it has been
surrounded by a thousand lies, so that
the working people could not see it, and
thus, in following a false belief, become
the servants and slaves of the deceivers.
This is just as true in the United States
as it is among the naked savages of
Africa.
Every false belief furnishes
opportunity for somebody to steal from
working people. Now, my dear reader,
take your beliefs down, turn them over
and see how you came to believe them.
If you can do this without prejudice, it
is the best way in the world to get wisdom-truth.
Belief or faith is no evidence of a fact.
Wrur more can titled monarchs have
than those Americans who are crowned
With pilfered wealth? What more of
liveried servants, cringing menials, flattering courtiers, palaces,balls, drunken
orgies and lewd relations? What more
of power over life and death, compared
with the deadly blacklist for not giving
royal obediencein thought to capitalistic
master? Wherein differs the menial
isubmission to royal monarch, or employing knave fat with speculative plunder?
Whdt more of liberty has a hireling in
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rr republic owned by a few, than a hireling in a monarchy owned by a few?
Are not laws in a monarchy made by
those and for those who own its wealth,
and against those who make its wealth
yet have none of it ? And are not laws
in the United States made by and for
those who own its wealth and against
those who make its wealth yet have none
of it? Titles are incidental, empty baubles; ownership of land and machinery
are real-the power behind the throne,
the power behind any court and all
power everywhere. Where private ownership of land and machinery is allowed,
there is monarchy upheld; there is the
cunning hand of tyranny; there is the
gerrn of equality that will ripen into
despotism and destroy the nation as certainly as thousands of nations have perished. and from this one and no other
cause. First poor, then slowly gaining
in wealth and power, then concentration
of'this wealth into the hands of a few,
t,hen chaos and destruction. Such has
lrcen the history of every nation on
carth. Such will be written of the
llnited States by the historian of the
next century. Every nation on earth
today is rotten at the heart from this
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same disease-it is universal and the
collapse will be universal. The rulers
feel the trembling and seek to insure
their power by dividing their pilferings
-by putting their eggs in several baskets. Thus rich Americans are buying
estates and investing in other nations.
Kings invest in other nations, so that if
an upheaval unhorses them they can fly
the realm and live in luxury still on the
stolen sweets of Labor's sweat. A taste
of bread won from another makes cannibals of men. It is like a man-eating
lion-no other satisfies the damnable
appetite. The whole mind and soul is
poisoned by the taste of unrequited human labor. Look to the near future for
the avr{ul sequences.
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THE LAND AND TAXATION.
TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.

When the oil trust wants moneY it
taxes the people for it. When the king
wants money he has to ask the People
J'or it. When the telegraph fellows
want money they tax the people for it.
When the sugar trust wants money
it raises the price of sugar and the people pay the tax.
When the biscuit trust wants money
iL taxes the people by a raise in the
price of bread and crackers and candy.
When the coal combine wants money
il; raises the price and the people pay
I,lrctax.
When the meat barons want more
nrono.ythey cut the price of cattle and
lrrisr' l.lrc price of meat and the people
lury lltrr l,:tx.
Wlrr,rrl,lrc lcad, leather, cotton, wool,
rvlrr,rrl,irorr or other barons want more
lnolrly llrcy t,:rx the people by raising
pr'llr,ror' lowuring wages.
Aurl llrr,vrlo l,hesethings without the
perr;rk'lrrrvirrgrt voicein thc matter, notl,httl tho idea of taxation
ryll,lrnlrrrrrlirrg
was shot to
wll,lrotrl,rr'grrcscnl,trtiott
rlnnllt (ao tlrr,lrrrrplcl,hink) in the Revo-
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